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Message from National Discovery Museum Institute Director

Museum Siam, operated by National Discovery Museum Institute (NDMI), plays a role in
offering a wealth of knowledge about our society and culture through both historical and
contemporary perspectives. This is done through our exhibitions and activities, with an aim
to stimulate ongoing learning in the Thai society.

Traces of Ratchadamnoen: Trans-Generation €xhibition portrays historical aspects through
social participation in this exhibition. The first key concept is to commemorate to one of
the oldest roads in Thailand, and highlight the 121-year history of this road which has
touched many lives of people in all levels, making it a historic road worth special
recognition. The second concept is the situation that Thailand has become an aging society,
and Museum Siam has respond to this situation by organized a training program for
“senior curators” in 2019, and the 16 senior curators participated in this exhibition.
Therefore, Traces of Ratchadamnoen: Trans-Generation E€xhibition is an eclectic mix of
multi-generational perspectives through various experiences on Ratchadamnoen Road.

In this exhibition, NDMI has received support from Bangkok City Library for the space
to create an experience of viewing the exhibition on the actual Ratchadamnoen Road for
two more months. Additionally, many public and private cultural organizations, as well as
generous individuals, have offered their personal items and stories related to Ratchadamnoen
Road to reaffirm that the road not only has state significance but is also an integral and
meaningful part of Thai people’s memories.

Museum Siam would like to express deep appreciation to thank everyone for recognizing
the importance of this topic and taking part in keeping the history of this road alive amidst
the fast-changing times.

Mr. Rames Promyen

Director of National Discovery Museum Institute
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About being a senior curator
and co-curation

Joining the workshop “Senior Curators and Ratchadamnoen
Stories” with Museum Siam has been an invaluable
experience. After retirement, | usually spend time with the
same group of friends, but through this workshop, | got to
meet people from different generations and backgrounds,
with different interests. | got to meet senior and junior
curators, and we exchanged ideas and opinions. We learned
new technologies from the new generation, while they also
got to listen to stories from the past. The new generation
encouraged us to organize an exhibition, and I’d never
imagine that the workshop would last a whole year. | was
also impressed when | got to meet and talk to people in the
community. | would like to thank everyone at Museum Siam
for helping me explore the community on a deeper level, and
feel the breath of Ratchadamnoen. Being part of this

exhibition is one of my proudest moments.
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About being a senior curator
and co-curation

As Thailand is becoming an aging society, | Like this concept of
providing a space for retirees to do tangible activities that
they can further build on.

As senior curators, we all have our knowledge; so that,
when we worked together certainly sometimes there were
disagreements, either mild or not so mild. We had to
compromise and listen to each other in order to achieve
success together. Fundamentally, we are not against each
other, and we are open to ideas from the new generation.
They are the future, while | am almost at my final destination.
Being a senior curator is a lot of fun; and thus, if you have
this project again, please tell me. I'min!
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Tracing the steps of Ratchadamnoen
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What gives Ratchadamnoen
its glur|_.|?

It’s not just its beauty or the sheer size of it.
Rather, it’s the collective memories that we all
have about this road.

Over the past 121 years, this is not just a road
made of bricks and mahogany trees. It has
served as a platform for people to express
their “modern” and “advanced” thinking, defying
old-school perceptions, time and again. It has
introduced a new way of life, and hosted major
events which gathered big crowds. Memories
have Left their marks here, breathing Life into our

country’s history.

It would be a shame if these traces become just
distant memories that fade away with time, as
these valuable memories shaped and formed us
and our society.

So, let’s trace the steps of Ratchadamnoen and
get to know its Lesser known side. This is how we
can all bridge the gap between our minds.
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Timeline of the First 121 Years of Ratchadamnoen

By 95WIT0U WuUSWRIUNA Aun1snyduiin
By Worapan Panpatanakul, a senoir curator
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In 1898, King Rama V built Dusit Palace as he found the Grand Palace
overcrowded. In 1899, King Rama V ordered to construct a road connecting
between the two palaces. He named the road Ratchadamnoen Avenue.
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(MZmle) AlssudndwanieanuAnansneszimne
Ratchadamnoen’s 33™ year On June 24, the Siamese Revolution took place to change the country’s
(1932) regime from absolute monarchy to constitutional democracy by

the People’s Party, influenced by Western ideology.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 37" year Phraya Phahonphonphayuhasena embedded the People’s
(1936) Party plague near the Equestrian Statue of King Rama V.
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Ratchadamnoen’s AOm year On June 24, the Democracy Monument was constructed on the roundabout

(1939) at the intersection between Ratchadamnoen Klang Road and Dinsor Road.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 49" year Sanam Luang Market was opened on an idea initiated by
(1948) Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram to stimulate the economy.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 74™ year On October 14, students and the public gathered to oust

(1973) military dictator field Marchal Thanom Kittikachorn.





