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Abstract This Institute ought to have two basic objectives, namely :-
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“Indigen”

G
The symbol of the National Discovery Museum Institute. L

What is the symbol of the National Discovery
Museum Institute and what does it mean? ( ;

All people are born with nothing. The earliest peoples did not
know how to make clothing and so went naked. More advanced
peoples therefore called them Nagas (because the Naga or serpent is
the hairless or naked one. ever renewing itself by sloughing, symbol
of the water in the underworld and sky that Southeast Asians need to
ensure seasonal fertility).

The symbol is therefore a human with no sexual or racial
characteristics.

The figure spreads its arms and legs as does a frog. This is
because the frog (and similar amphibians) are symbols of water, in
particular rain. Frogs therefore appear on the Southeast Asian bronze
drums from time immemorial. Such drums have been played in rain-
making rituals from at least 3.000 years ago.

As they held the frog to be sacred. ancient peoples also
pesformed frog dances, as can been seen in prehistoric cave paintings
from Kwang Xi to Thailand.

The museum shows what it means to be human. By
understanding human origins we may better realize how our ancestors.
indigenous to Southeast Asia. intermarried and exchanged socially
and culturally, creating communities that developed into states,

kingdoms. and finally nations as we know them today.
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By Nithi Aeusrivongse

This Institute ought to have two basic objectives, namely :-

1. The Popularization of Knowledge

It has to be admitted that the popularization of
knowledge is not a part of Thai culture, nor of most of
other pre-modern cultures. Knowledge was traditionally
closely guarded by those in power. However, during the
Renaissance the West went through religious and politi-
cal struggles that made knowledge public property.

In this sphere, the NDMI should perform the fol-
lowing functions :-

Museums :- The NDMI should promote the es-
tablishment and functioning of these important media
of knowledge, and encourage government, university and
private museums to create and circulate exhibitions.

Museology should also be promoted.

Communication

We have a highly developed system of communi-
cations, but it is little used for the spread of knowledge.

The NDMI should seek to utilize the existing
media by, for instance, encouraging publishers and edu-
cational institutions to produce interesting books,
programmes etc., and encouraging state agencies and the

business sector to promote them.



2. Creation of Knowledge

The popularization and the creation of knowledge
are two sides of the same coin. Knowledge spread cre-
ates new knowledge. So far, however, only stale infor-
mation has been made available, and new thinking is con-
fined to experts. The NDMI should encourage universi-
ties etc. to inform the public of the latest thinking. so as
to bring the public into the knowledge-creation process.
In this respect, the NDMI s basic functions should in-
clude :-

- To act as a clearing-house for research. Those

seeking the latest knowledge should be able to

begin their search at NDMI

- To act as a research centre and network

- To create research linkages between institutions

~ The fields covered should include :-

- Social History

- Alternative Energy

- Alternative Medicine

- Urbanization

- Thai Art
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