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Greeting

Ever since ancient times, people in the Japanese archipelago have held strong beliefs in all sorts of deities. Shrines
are the buildings where these deities are worshipped. As places that are not limited to religious activities, shrines
have fulfilled important roles as key facilities involved in the life and cultural traditions of local communities, and
have preserved historical landscapes and the natural environment centering on shrine buildings and grounds. At the
same time, they have undergone huge changes over the course of their long history.

The National Museum of Japanese History has conducted research into shrines with these kinds of diverse
functions. In 2001 and 2002 we conducted collaborative research under the title "Philological Studies in the
Diversity of Shrines" and in 2001-2003 and 2004-2006 our "General Study on the Diversity of Shrine Materials" was
undertaken with funding from a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research.

There is a tendency for research on Japanese shrines to be undertaken separately by each specialist field of
research. Our research projects have seen the collaboration of researchers from a wide variety of disciplines,
including history, archaeology, folklore, architectural history, art history, the history of flora and landscapes and the
history of Shinto. This has created a unique opportunity to bring to light the historical, cultural and philological value
of shrines in general as historical constructions through an organic symbiosis of materials related to shrines.

This current exhibition called "Deities and Festivals of Japan: What is a Shrine?" is based on the fruits of this
research. We hope that through this exhibition visitors will come to understand the importance of the place of shrines
in historical and cultural research in Japan, as well as the importance of inter-disciplinary research.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to Center for Studies of the Ancient Culture, Shimane Prefecture
(Shimane Museum of Ancient Izumo) that has given special corporation and all the organizations that have lent

valuable materials for this exhibition to all the organizations that have lent valuable materials for this exhibition.

March 2006
Minami Hirakawa
Director-General
National Museum of Japanese History

National Institutes for the Humanities, Inter-University Research Institute Corporation
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Introductory Remarks

In today's internationalized society, where people and goods circulate on a global scale, there is an
increasing necessity to study and understand cultures around the world. While we need to appreciate
a wide range of different cultures in various parts of the world, at the same time it is important to
understand the history and culture of our own country.

0ld Japanese Shinto shrines, inherited from antiquity, have undergone great changes over the
centuries. They have great academic and cultural value, in both national and international terms,
and are especially significant from the viewpoint of research on Japanese culture. We have been
conducting interdisciplinary, collaborative research on Shinto shrines at the National Museum of
Japanese History (a research institution belonging to the National Institutes for the Humanities,
Inter-University Research Institute Corporation) for the past several years. Our research involves
front-line scholars in various fields such as history, archaeology, folklore, history of architectural
techniques, and ecological history. Not only do we consider shrines as historical and cultural
institutions with spiritual significance in belief and religion; we view it as a rich organic, cultural
structure fulfilling a variety of roles. Examples of such functions include acting for environmental
preservation and serving as parks and natural zoological and botanical gardens by considering the
location and environment of a shrine; preserving and transmitting architectural techniques to
conserve their architectural structures; serving as museums, galleries, or libraries to collect and
preserve artifacts and historical archives; preserving and transmitting rituals performed in traditional
festivals; and serving as resources for tourism.

We have organized this exhibit on “Japanese Deities and Festivals: What is a Shrine?” based on
part of that research. The exhibition is divided into three sections. First, we explore the origin and
history of shrines by introducing the world of ancient Izumo -on the western Japan Sea coast- and its
history, focusing on Izumo Shrine, one of the most important shrines of ancient Japan, which appears
in the earliest ancient Japanese texts, such as “land-ceding myth” in the Kojiki (“Record of Ancient
Matters”) and Nihon-shoki (“Chronicles of Japan”). The second section explores a shrine's role in
preserving and transmitting its architecture and collection of handicrafts. We shall consider the
significance of Ttsukushima Shrine with its graceful shinden style architecture that seems to float on
the waters of the Inland Sea, and the world of its handicrafis offered to and preserved in the shrine.
We will also raise the question of what go-shinp?, sacred treasures, are. We will introduce the Seng
(shrine-transfer) Festival held every twenty years at Ise Shrine, Japan's central shrine, and the world
of the sacred treasures offered over the centuries at the festival. The third and final section
introduces the world of Kyoto's Gion Yasaka Shrine and the Gion Festival to explore the relationship
between divine services and festivals. The fundamental belief at Gion Yasaka Shrine is to appease
vengeful spirits and ward off epidemics in the Heian capital, ancient Japan's most important city.
The shrine has a long history of its graceful urban festivals and Shinto-Buddhist syncretism that has
inspired a wide range of belief across the social spectrum, from aristocrats to commoners. Each
section provides explanations based on the scholars’ theories; several views are introduced to discuss
some matters, which do not have established theories.

We hope this special research exhibit will be a fruitful venue to consider Japanese history and
culture. The members of the Exhibit Project Committee would like to thank those concerned in the
shrines for their kind understanding and cooperation in permitting us to borrow valuable materials,
and those involved in conservation and transmission of shrines and festivals for their assistance in

making this exhibition possible.

SHINTANI Takanor_i

General Organizer, Special Exhibit Project Committee
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The Origins of Sacred Festivals-Ritual Sites in Ancient Izumo

It is not certain when Shinto shrines were first established; the earliest records,
dating back to the seventh century, refer to the Izumo and Ise shrines. Sacred
festivals, or rituals to communicate with deities, ancestral spirits, and spirits of
the deceased, however, existed long before the seventh century.

Excavations in Izumo have unearthed large quantities of bronze implements
dating from the Yayoi period. 358 bronze swords, 16 bronze halberds, and 6
bronze bells (dotaku) have been unearthed from the Kojindani site in Hikawa,
while 39 dotaku, the largest number from any single site, have been excavated at
the Kamoiwakura site in Unnan. These bronze implements may have served as
ritual tools to ward off malevolent spirits and enemies. These valuable
implements inexplicably buried in the ground were no longer used after the
Kofun period.

Kofun period rituals are known to have been performed for mountains and
rocks; in mountain passes and islands; and in ponds, springs, and riversides.
Rituals were conducted along the waterside at the Maeda site in Matsue. The
edge of the curvilinear waterway was paved with stones, where a number of
ritual implements have been unearthed including comma-shaped and tubular
beads of crystalline quartz, earthen bells, koto (a kind of zither), jars containing
beads made of talc, hand-built vessels, and peach pits.

(MATSUMOTO Iwao)
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Burial Sites of Bronze Instruments

Ritual instruments made of bronze in the Yayoi period (10th
ceentury BC - 3rd century AD) were deliberately buried in the earth.

The Kanba site in Shimane Prefecture, where 6 bronze bells, 358
bronze daggers and 16 spearheads were buried, is on a slope 5
meters below a mountain ridge that extends in the shape of a
tongue. The top of the ridge is horizontal, and it was from here that
the people of ancient Izumo were afforded a clear view of Mt.
Bukkyozan, a mountain which they worshipped. The same applies

W

AEEA L ENMRER O ORRABEZEDTH > /-BHOET B3IH
(RE = (£) BIRRA RS = > % — [ IR 5]

(F) BARIEW LR & > & — R DA AER])

to the Kamo-Iwakura site in the same prefecture in which 39
bronze bells were discovered, as they too were buried in a hole in
a steep slope 15 meters below a ridge that protruded in the shape
of a tongue. Even though the site where the bronze bells were
buried was practically invisible because it lay in the mountain's
shadow, the nearby plains and distant mountains are clearly
visible when standing on top of the ridge.

The fact that there are similarities between the location of these
two lzumo archaeological sites where a large quantity of bronze
instruments were buried suggests that deities residing in sacred
mountains were summoned to the top of a ridge with a clear view.
Once a ceremony had been held, the ritual instruments were
buried in the slope, that means they were dedicated.

(HARUNARI Hideji)




HEEWESSH

aRDHEHF

||

FAL S

OUALSITFABLDIFAN®IZESS

ROPWMZRS

HNLEHOLR En—nIt4EEaAR)
WTE 5 OB BIFT. BAICEELY AL ((HEERLR] SHOAME) . LHICBREE. FEHAICRERELZE N TE S,

O=ENOREREFAZTFELTVOLEOD
SRR OBSEE - BHILEE

BUBHEY% L ZEBORPICE ) 20 b LRERE
T, HABIZB W TRHAERR L P 0A RSN BHH
R E SN 5, WAERROBEEF TN S BHHICE
2 F CIEVHIRIC R, 2 THEERERT - BE, X
BRI L B, 25 IR - Sl &34 ol BR
Thb, REHEHOBBILMEOMITIZ—FRTIE R VA,
BEONMICBRMER. WA HREENR IS L
AU THY. SSHICKEEY., ESRIEZEZETY

22

HEdHb. £ LML, BREEFIZHOANOZ D
PR IEFORES. WEOERL, FHEErry—%L,
AR T 24 RV 2 RICH T B2 OH
WMELTHMINTE, E2AD DL RBERTIE
BT & R VIR RBRBEEV RO - 72o BRI
OHFILEHTH 5o

e ) 15
A F AR S 20 [HA

LA L1585 AR T 6 00 e
0] RE AL 2 T RO IR EC b7z 0 o SEHE 3RS 546



	01022019115132-0001
	01022019115143-0001
	01022019115143-0002
	01022019115143-0003
	01022019115143-0004
	01022019115143-0006
	01022019115143-0007
	01022019115143-0008
	01022019115143-0009
	01022019115143-0010
	01022019115143-0011
	01022019115143-0012
	01022019115143-0013
	01022019115143-0014
	01022019115143-0015
	01022019115143-0016
	01022019115143-0017
	01022019115143-0018
	01022019115143-0019
	01022019115143-0020

