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TRANS-GENERATION EXHIBITION
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MUSEUM of SIAM: Discovery Museum Bangkok City Library
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1 July - 31 August 2020 | 10 am - 6 am (Closed Mondays) 8 September - 31 October 2020 | 10 am - 6 am (Closed Mondays)

\inmuns (free admission) \fmuns (free admission)



ar

&1359NEANUILNITRONTUNNEAUNNITITUUTUNITNA

faBuaeny aonTurRisiuYinngFeuduviesnd dvthfidnenesniuinivanuanaifaaiu
f9ay TaussTy MIludiuszdRrnansuazdsziiusauaiie dnulinssAnisiazianssusng 9
wenszuliiinnissyuiatneitadudiaulng

Aavsaeseaniy : Inssantsuauds uiinssantsfifiatuannuundalunsauelszifu
UsedRAnanSuuNITI I UIILTRIRIALAIUNTEUAUNNTARESAMY LulAnd Ay Usenns
usn AennsssAnfenuuaneiinunfigranonidulssmalng owe Tuasnuuanodidonles
futinvasdaunnsziutu aunanafulszifransdinuduiaainandt uazuudfnd
gasRalsngnaainnsdingdirugsitvasdszannsiveg Suduusanuldnauausslsingnisal
fananadaunisineusuufiRnisinguigeds nnuldfengy “sumisndduiin’ Tulu
T w.a. weow waglivinusaniunuuinis oo vindlusuiinssanist dssseesamsuiuy -
fnssantsuaude 3ndunissmetszanuyuuamasaunedy Anlszauntsnifidauaas
aglusaauvissnusntu

Tunssurunisdaviningsannst antiun WsunsaiuayusneayAadngnWLNILAT
dmiuiuil adnsUszaunasainassuingsanasluiufiadsuunuusnesidudnidunan
w ey uananiifiasdnadnuinussTuriesy nwu ArenuALaTfiTauatTuayude
uazdinarasdaudniiasauuanianlssaunisaiuasmnauuauuTrs b nsaiuayy
wanflasieaudnouuaneflilddiRosnanununalussdueasdy uadiaonunuiuuaz
ANUNTIINTINTuTTnvaUszenmufiY

Jdaugeny vevauAuynyinu Aiuaudndnyiazsuiiudiunislunnsiuinuas&esa
UszdRanansvasnuuiduiluiunaiuiinisilasuutas u Jaqiy

FUUA WInLLiU
HETUIHNNT @TURREAUYINNTISBUSUIENRA



Message from National Discovery Museum Institute Director

Museum Siam, operated by National Discovery Museum Institute (NDMI), plays a role in
offering a wealth of knowledge about our society and culture through both historical and
contemporary perspectives. This is done through our exhibitions and activities, with an aim
to stimulate ongoing learning in the Thai society.

Traces of Ratchadamnoen: Trans-Generation €xhibition portrays historical aspects through
social participation in this exhibition. The first key concept is to commemorate to one of
the oldest roads in Thailand, and highlight the 121-year history of this road which has
touched many lives of people in all levels, making it a historic road worth special
recognition. The second concept is the situation that Thailand has become an aging society,
and Museum Siam has respond to this situation by organized a training program for
“senior curators” in 2019, and the 16 senior curators participated in this exhibition.
Therefore, Traces of Ratchadamnoen: Trans-Generation E€xhibition is an eclectic mix of
multi-generational perspectives through various experiences on Ratchadamnoen Road.

In this exhibition, NDMI has received support from Bangkok City Library for the space
to create an experience of viewing the exhibition on the actual Ratchadamnoen Road for
two more months. Additionally, many public and private cultural organizations, as well as
generous individuals, have offered their personal items and stories related to Ratchadamnoen
Road to reaffirm that the road not only has state significance but is also an integral and
meaningful part of Thai people’s memories.

Museum Siam would like to express deep appreciation to thank everyone for recognizing
the importance of this topic and taking part in keeping the history of this road alive amidst
the fast-changing times.

Mr. Rames Promyen

Director of National Discovery Museum Institute
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About being a senior curator
and co-curation

Joining the workshop “Senior Curators and Ratchadamnoen
Stories” with Museum Siam has been an invaluable
experience. After retirement, | usually spend time with the
same group of friends, but through this workshop, | got to
meet people from different generations and backgrounds,
with different interests. | got to meet senior and junior
curators, and we exchanged ideas and opinions. We learned
new technologies from the new generation, while they also
got to listen to stories from the past. The new generation
encouraged us to organize an exhibition, and I’d never
imagine that the workshop would last a whole year. | was
also impressed when | got to meet and talk to people in the
community. | would like to thank everyone at Museum Siam
for helping me explore the community on a deeper level, and
feel the breath of Ratchadamnoen. Being part of this

exhibition is one of my proudest moments.
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About being a senior curator
and co-curation

As Thailand is becoming an aging society, | Like this concept of
providing a space for retirees to do tangible activities that
they can further build on.

As senior curators, we all have our knowledge; so that,
when we worked together certainly sometimes there were
disagreements, either mild or not so mild. We had to
compromise and listen to each other in order to achieve
success together. Fundamentally, we are not against each
other, and we are open to ideas from the new generation.
They are the future, while | am almost at my final destination.
Being a senior curator is a lot of fun; and thus, if you have
this project again, please tell me. I'min!
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Tracing the steps of Ratchadamnoen
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What gives Ratchadamnoen
its glur|_.|?

It’s not just its beauty or the sheer size of it.
Rather, it’s the collective memories that we all
have about this road.

Over the past 121 years, this is not just a road
made of bricks and mahogany trees. It has
served as a platform for people to express
their “modern” and “advanced” thinking, defying
old-school perceptions, time and again. It has
introduced a new way of life, and hosted major
events which gathered big crowds. Memories
have Left their marks here, breathing Life into our

country’s history.

It would be a shame if these traces become just
distant memories that fade away with time, as
these valuable memories shaped and formed us
and our society.

So, let’s trace the steps of Ratchadamnoen and
get to know its Lesser known side. This is how we
can all bridge the gap between our minds.
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Timeline of the First 121 Years of Ratchadamnoen

By 95WIT0U WuUSWRIUNA Aun1snyduiin
By Worapan Panpatanakul, a senoir curator
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In 1898, King Rama V built Dusit Palace as he found the Grand Palace
overcrowded. In 1899, King Rama V ordered to construct a road connecting
between the two palaces. He named the road Ratchadamnoen Avenue.
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(MZmle) AlssudndwanieanuAnansneszimne
Ratchadamnoen’s 33™ year On June 24, the Siamese Revolution took place to change the country’s
(1932) regime from absolute monarchy to constitutional democracy by

the People’s Party, influenced by Western ideology.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 37" year Phraya Phahonphonphayuhasena embedded the People’s
(1936) Party plague near the Equestrian Statue of King Rama V.
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(MERIM) auusnraiunaniunuuAuge
Ratchadamnoen’s AOm year On June 24, the Democracy Monument was constructed on the roundabout

(1939) at the intersection between Ratchadamnoen Klang Road and Dinsor Road.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 49" year Sanam Luang Market was opened on an idea initiated by
(1948) Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram to stimulate the economy.
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Ratchadamnoen’s 74™ year On October 14, students and the public gathered to oust

(1973) military dictator field Marchal Thanom Kittikachorn.
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® ® o o o Ratchadamnoen’s 90" year
(1989)
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Ratchadamnoen’s 93™ year
(1992)
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Ratchadamnoen’s 113™ year
(2012)
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Ratchadamnoen’s 118" year
(2017)
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Ratchadamnoen’s 118" year
(2017)
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Ratchadamnoen’s 120" year
(2019)
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On January 15, the government ordered Sala Chalermthai to be
demolished as Loha Prasat was hidden behind the old movie theatre.
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On May 17, a group of people protested against Gen Suchinda Kraprayoon,
a leader of the National Peace Keeping Council (NPKC), Lleading to a major
clash between authorities and the protestors.
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Ratchadamnoen Contemporary Art Center is a venue for exchanging
knowledge about contemporary art and grooming new artists.

The Office of Contemporary Art and Culture, Ministry of Culture

uses this space as an exhibition venue.
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Bangkok City renovated old buildings along Ratchadamnoen Road
and Khok Wua Intersection into the Bangkok City Library after
Bangkok was named the UNESCO World Book Capital.
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On April 14, it was reported that the People’s Party plaque
had been removed and replaced by the “fresh-faced” plague.
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May 4-6 marked the coronation ceremony of
King Maha Vajiralongkorn or King Rama X.
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Photo: King Rama V.

THAN V5 TWHH
Royal Palace VS Front Palace
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In the reign of King Rama V, in 1874, there was an incident called the “Front
Palace Crisis”. The Royal Palace was on fire, and the Front Palace (residence
of the heir presumptive) sent a troop to help put out the fire, but ended up
clashing with the Royal Palace’s army, so they had to retreat. There were
also rumors that the Front Palace had actually caused the fire. After that
crisis, the King’s council of advisors agreed that the Front Palace’s power
should be lowered.

#3mand # 3ot #...
#RoyalPalace #FrontPalace #...
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Photo: Prince Wichaichan,
the last Krom Phra Rajawang
Bovorn Sathan Mongkol.
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In 1885, after the death of Prince Wichaichan, King Rama V abolished the office of an heir presumptive,
and replaced it with the concept of a crown prince. Without the heir presumptive, Krom Phra Rajawang
Bovorn Sathan Mongkol lost its significance, as seen in the map of Bangkok from 1907 in which roads
and Sanam Luang took up a large part of the former Front Palace.

#3amang #3antn #...
#RoyalPalace #FrontPalace #...
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F¥NaN & ATILIN (unsfiRuannnasUsiunuguasiag)
The Royal Cremation of King Rama V. The first constitution celebration. The first commoner cremation
(soldiers from the Boworadet Revolt).
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Mass rallies by the Perle'S Alliance The Black May incident. Sanam Luang Market was moved permanently
for Democracy (PAD). to Chatuchak Market.

wiinguuuiaulszssUlnadesumfanisuissnd (uly.) nny. inusayniiadounaen
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The United Front of Democracy Against Dictatorship (UDD) The BMA banned all cars from parking here
reacted to the PAD. as well as political activities.

#3mans # 3t #szveuiAy #szuauvy #mAans #Uszrnou #lanad #lanaaudafad #...
#RoyalPalace #FrontPalace #0LdSystem #NewSystem #Dictatorship #People #FreeWorld #CommunistWorld #...
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Sanam Rat actually existed
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In the past, Sanam Rat was located by Na Chakkrawad Wang Na Road, on the eastern side of Sanam Luang. King Rama |
had Sanam Rat built for people to do various activities. Later, King Rama V used this space to build the Court of Justice.

AANAUARIUILNAI WILTNBNININY
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Sanam Luang Market, an economy-boosting initiative The Royal Cremation of King Rama VIII.
by Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram.

wnaTal o Aan FarunuiruIna Jgunatauwa U. AyagiATw
The Massacre of October 6. The Royal Ploughing Ceremony Lﬂﬂlﬂ(ﬁﬂ’ﬁﬂﬂ%’\‘l usn

was brought back. )
Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram opened

the first Hyde Park speech.

aanszifiounisldaununans Inaldiie BUNAETNBIANTUUNAND ADUIIRUILNA
NNFAAINUNTESNERE uazSgRBIVIndy WITWUIA S3Na7 o /A fence was putup around Sanam Luang.
Regulations were issued for Sanam Luang. The Royal Crematorium
It would only be used for royal activities for King Rama IX was built.

and state activities.

#3mans #3antn #szveuiAy #szuauivy #mfans #Usernou #lanad #lanrauiafad #...
#RoyalPalace #frontPalace #0LdSystem #NewSystem #Dictatorship #People #FreeWorld #CommunistWorld #...
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“Once upon a time, | had a chance to sit on the pavement of Sanam
Luang by Ratchadamnoen Road, to wait for my time to collect the rice
seeds sowed by the King.”

Norachai Kulawejpattarawong
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Item: Royal portrait of King Rama IX offered in the royal
funeral and rice seeds from the Royal Ploughing Ceremony
in the reign of King Rama IX.
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“My father went to Sanam Luang to search
for my brother on October 8, 1976, and
when he came home, he wrote about what
he’d experienced...”

Chongdee Pengsakul,
Charupong Thongsin’s sister
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Item: “Finding My Son on October 6” by Chinda Thongsin,
father of one of the dead students from the October 6, 1976 incident.

#3amand #3antn #3zvauiAn #szuaulvy #maanis #Usernou #lanad #lanAaudafad #...
#RoyalPalace #FrontPalace #0LdSystem #NewSystem #Dictatorship #People #FreeWorld #CommunistWorld #...



Traces of “tap ma‘l’er
which became ”.h|:|I|_.| water”
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Phra Mae Thorani statue (The Earth Goddess Wringing Water from Her Hair)
sculpture was created by Prince Naris, a great artist of Siam. Although it was
a traditional Thai statue, there were modern elements to it. The statue served

as Uthokkathan, meaning “giving water as merit-making”, in 1917 for people
to collect free tap water instead of going to canals.

299 : Ussrnyuilunsasdauudann  aw : Anssauiuy
Uanseuwszulssaiduuaswy Photo: Dances to pay back for granted wishes.

Photo: People collecting holy water from
the hair of the statue.
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Photo: Uthokkathan before it was damaged during
World War Il VS Uthokkathan today.
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During Sarit Thanarat’s government, most people
had access to tap water, and Phra Mae Thorani
statue’s role reduced to being a holy statue for
people to seek blessings from, particularly those
who wish to sell land.

#RUTW #1ANAZTUAN #TIVAN #IAUWAROYA #UT80U #...
#Siam #WesternWorld #RoyalPalace #SariThanarat #People #...
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Mohument of court independence

" a , PR S | . -
27 : nasnegFwatAsAtagniwuulng Inadszgnsd @eaialag : wadss 519188, PPS Group
Photo: Construction of the new Supreme Court building in a contemporary Thai style. Item courtesy of: Phongthon Tharachai, PPS Group.
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The Supreme Court of Thailand is not merely
a building, but also it serves as a monument of
Thailand’s complete court independence.

After Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram
negotiated the revision of the Bowring Treaty and
other similar treaties, the proud achievement
was represented on Ratchadamnoen Road in
the form of a modern building constructed in
1939. In 1992, the government ordered the new
Supreme Court building in a contemporary Thai
style, and the old one was demolished in 2012.

#REUIW #1ANAZIUAN #I2UBUIAY #zuaulnl #...
#Siam #WesternWorld #0LdSystem #NewSystem #...
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Item courtesy of: Chartri Phakitnonthakan #Usznuu #3§ #...
#People #Government #...
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Rattanakosin Hotel, from accommodation to shelter
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Accommaodation (for some) 1301 9.00 .
Rattanakosin Hotel was a 5-star hotel in Cusunfennnniied )

Bangkok, as luxurious as the neighboring . s X - Hf~
W - —
Suriyanon Hotel and other glamorous shops on

Ratchadamnoen Road. They were the pride of Inndnuan : UnsiyRsidalssusuinulnduns des “unsud” seivluu fade
the country and the hotel had welcomed notable Tudurnd weainginuandlat : AuUszAnd dedd
guests in Thailand and overseas. Item: An invitation to the opening ceremony of Rattanakosin Hotel. How grand could

you get, opening on the National Day? ltem courtesy of: Prawit Sangmee
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Shelter (for all)

Today, the hotel is no longer 5-stared, and it has
become a place for all to use on various occasions,
from royal ceremonies to political rallies. The

restroom is available for use free of charge, and

affordable meals are sold. The area was once a “no

A : Tne “vidagwanuna” niialsaususaulndunslumanisaingunt weae

fire zone” as it was a first aid area during the Black

May incident in 1992. Today, amidst the COVID-19 waiilelng : ungen uyga
outbreak, the hotel serves as a state quarantine Photo: “First Aid Unit” sign in front of Rattanakosin Hotel during the Black May incident.

Item courtesy of: Nataya Nawanukool
venue.
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Traces of Numher One Mall,
before the former Public Relations Department
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Photo: Badman and Co Department Store, known as Number One Mall of Bangkok.
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Item: Reciept from Badman and Co Department Store

Item courtesy of: Prawit Sangmee
On the corner of Ratchadamnoen Road, there used to be

Badman and Co Department Store, known as Number One
Mall of Bangkok, a glamorous mall selling imported items.

After the political reform in 1932, the People’s Party
established the Advertising Department to broadcast
the government’s policy and achievements. Later, it was
changed to the Public Relations Department.

During field Marshall Sarit Thanarat’s government, the
new Public Relations Department building was built to be
in line with the Government Lottery Office. The new Public
Relations Department building was a modern building
with a pillarless shield that amazed passersby.

In May 1992, during the Black May incident, the Public
Relations Department building was burned down and later
demolished. The government later constructed the Square
in Celebration of the King’s 80" Birthday Anniversary on
that spot.

AW nsudTENduWUS YuouuTenidunane waiialag : nsudszanduwus
Photo: The Public Relations Office building on the corner of Ratchadamnoen Klang Road.
Item courtesy of: The Government Public Relations Department
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TOT: Travel in Thailand and fight communism
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The Tourist Organisation of Thailand (TOT) was established in 1959,
and later became the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) as we know
it today. During the Cold War, Thailand took the United States’ side
and resisted communism. The role of TOT was to promote Thailand
as a beautiful place worth visiting, unlike scary communist countries.
Amidst the Cold War, we had plenty of economic opportunities, and
many ex-soldiers from the Vietnam War came to travel in Thailand.

The destinations promoted by the TOT were not far from here
(Ratchadamnoen Road).

#anigd #lanAauintasd #...
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Photo: Yanin while working at TOT.
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“My dear friend,

| never imagined that after graduation | would come back to
work on Ratchadamnoen Road, near my old home. It reminds
me of the novel Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Scottish author
Robert Louis Stevenson. By day, Ratchadamnoen Road is a
place for suit-clad gentlemen and ladies in high heels and
miniskirts...”

Yanin, a TOT officer (senior curator)
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Photo: Presenting Ratchadamnoen Road
in a TOT newsletter.
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DEanl:ral:g Monument = Thailand
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The Democracy Monument is Thailand’s iconic
landmark, and many people make it a point to visit
and “check-in” at this place. We often see these
images, with the Democracy Monument on the
background, both in real life and in movies.
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Demaocracy at the DEI‘:1I:II:FEI:I_.| Monument

auan25duszandulaeluiAaaiduan “iEn8u” wSawu The Democracy Monument is not only a check-in
« s gio & ' a 2 0o ‘f] + Spot or atourist landmark, but it is also a political
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E The Democracy Monument is therefore both a
ayandSdlszanBullas A unsdons LATMYAMNNY YAY  symbol end a Landmark for those who demand

P

ﬁLiﬂﬂ%ﬂdﬂit’m%ﬂlmﬂ demacracy. Still, the word “demacracy” means

different things to different people.

131 “Uszandlng” vasaulngaiafivangainunung

B e 200 Ty
EIECR sty s SR
i R EanT
Frvirrerillalme

2 : wgnsalyuyuEenianlszensulng
Photo: A protest to demand democracy.
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Photo: Sumit Sirikhai, who talked about his
experience at Sala Chalermthai.
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Sala Chalermthai was constructed in 1940 during Field
Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram’s government. It was an
entertainment venue with air conditioning and a hydraulic-
controlled stage. Later, it was turned into a first class
movie theater. If you wanted to watch a movie here, you
must wear formal clothes, like a shirt or a dress.

Sala Chalermthai was also a hangout spot for teenagers
who would come to watch movies, listen to music, eat
Duck brand ice cream, and show their power by organizing
charity concerts.

“| usually spotted girls in front of the theater, and if |
saw someone pretty, | would go talk to her. If she’s fine
with it, she would talk to me. Then, we would agree on
when and where to meet because we didn’t have mobile
phones at the time. When it’s time, we would both show
up. It’s all about your style and your personality. | had ice
cream at Sala Chalermthai. They used to have the best
Banana Splits, the coolest ice cream at that time. It was
about 10-15 baht, which was considered very expensive
then. Today people would pay over a hundred baht for ice
cream, but back then these things didn’t exist, and there
were no big restaurants like today. There’s no Starbucks.
It’s already super cool to take a girl on a date at Sala
Chalermthai,” Sumit Sirikhai.
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A cinema was like a church
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“I think a cinema was like a church -- it was central to
life, and back then when televisions were not popular,
people would go to the cinema. It was a lifestyle. They
went to seek knowledge and entertainment. So, in a
way, a cinema, just like a church, was a way of life,
teaching people about good and bad, love, greed,
anger and passion.” Dome Sukwong, consultant of

Film Archive (Public Organization)
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Item: Fiery red curtain from Sala Chalermthai.
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“...Instead of seeing the beautiful Rajanadda Temple, | see
Sala Chalermthai, an entertainment venue with a new
architectural style that looks far uglier than the
architecture of Rajanadda Temple...”

Mom Rajawongse Kukrit Pramoj
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Photo: Soi Suan Phlu article in Siam Rath newspaper
on January 17, 1989
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“Art Deco” buildings, modern architecture
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Art Deco buildings in distant memaory
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Art Deco buildings were extremely modern at
the time, as it was a popular trend in the West
then.

Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram wanted
to build a modern trading hub, and therefore
issued the Expropriation of Property Act to
claim buildings along Ratchadamnoen Klang
Road in 1939 and build a 15-unit building
in art deco style. Art Deco was completely
different from typical architecture in the
absolute monarchy era: it was simple and did
not scream ranks and titles. The Art Deco
style interestingly became a reflection of
liberal democracy, which is in principle the
people hold sovereignty.

AW : §in Federal Reseve Board Building,

. a4y X
Washington D.C. 1&5197u 1u w.A. weco
Photo: Federal Reserve Board Building,
Washington D.C. built in 1937.

In this three-story Art Deco building, its first
floor was a retail space while the second and
third floors were a residential area. So, who
lived here?

“....I lived in Building 3 on the opposite side
of Sueksaphan. The first floor of the building
was a Mercedes Benz showroom. | looked
at Ratchadamnoen Road and the Democracy
Monument several times a day, and it was
like having a large living painting on my
window, which was a big teak window almost
as big as a door... Sometimes my friends
would come over and watch movies from
my bedroom window...”
window on Ratchadamnoen Road by Thianchai
Issaradej (senior curator).

Memories from a
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Tutoring schonls
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Once upon a time, everyone attended tutoring schools on
Ratchadamnoen Road.

“This book not only represents my memories from when |
went to Home of €nglish tutoring school, but also it serves
as an €nglish bible for me. It’s the ultimate (Lifeless) tutor.”
Rujira Satitpat.

nnannany : MilFaAaN1EIgINaY Home of English
Item: €nglish tutoring book by Home of English.
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Thai Niyom Mall
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A center of tailoring shops, hair salons, and
household items, established by Field Marshal
Plaek Phibunsongkhram.

The birth of Thai Niyom Mall made Thai women
leave their home more. The city center was no
longer for men; there were also shops selling
women’s products. In a way, this mall made the
road feel more like Champs-Elysées in France.

“However, the construction of Ratchadamnoen
Klang Road followed the ideology and dream
of those who wanted to change the country’s
system and make their country more like
Paris, their dream city from young age.
Ratchadamnoen Klang Road was intended to be
Jjust like Champs-Elysées in Paris.”

Mom Rajawongse Kukrit Pramoj.

279 : anansnnAlsziuAuRuaaduinsnadoy
Photo: Deves Insurance office, formerly Thai Niyom Mall.
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Entertainment venues on Ratchadamnoen Road
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During the Cold War, the United States tried to prevent Thailand
from becoming communist, and therefore offered a generous
amount of funds for Thailand to develop its infrastructure.

Ratchadamnoen Road at the time was the center of civilization,
with many restaurants and nightclubs.
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Sueksaphan Phanit

“UlNAnITuNTmgINgpYaduLide ao Jnauann
=3 o o ° o o i g

Anwiduy gnlandnaavyadsaiednuunallge
o¢ Tnau...unegvasiyuiazsutosumaimy
UIgRaMABTUIINEIFAINLINNTT..”

LBNAW AUBUNR

“My mother’s €nglish textbook from 30 years ago, bought at
Sueksaphan Phanit, and a globe my mother took me to buy 15
years ago. For the latter, | think it was my mother’s excuse to

come buy lottery tickets at the Lottery Office.”
Ekkapop Tunanukul.
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Photo: A globe and a book bought at Sueksaphan Phanit.
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Photo: Inside Moulin Rouge Nightclub
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Development plan V5 Uprooted people
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Pom Mahakan Community was home to Thai musical
instrument makers and the first Likay troupe, Phraya
Petchaprani Troupe, as well as a 120-year-old Thai
pavilion. In 1980, Bangkok renovated the area around
Mahakan Fort into a public park in order to conserve the
historical place. The community had to stand up and fight
for their survival.

AN mumﬁﬁimwa’aﬂauummw
Photo: Public park behind Mahakan Fort.
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Mahakan Fort poster and an ongoing fight
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How long is too long?
After 26 years of fighting, they Lost.
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The resistance of Pom Mahakan community marked a significant moment in the
history of urban development in terms of long-standing communities and their
right to remain in the city. When Bangkok City issued a master plan to develop a
“creative” district to depict a Thai way of life and culture, Pom Mahakan community
was ready to become a living museum for the new generation to learn from, with

experts, NGOs and neighboring communities supporting them.
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After the long fight ended, Pom Mahakan
community became a public park

according to the development plan
weritten in 1982.
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Photo: A poster from an academic discussion
about the fight of the Mahakan Fort.

Item courtesy of: Pom Mahakan Community.
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Small temple, big road
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IUFun AALan 9 vunuuTgANiuuen afin  Parinayok Temple was a small temple on
Ratchadamnoen Nok Road. Formerly, in the reign
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. the reign of King Rama V, a part of the temple
Waunlunuiyeddn A9TNITANNUALLATAIAL  was taken away, and the size of the temple
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Photo: Parinayok Temple’s area before Ratchadamnoen Road was constructed VS Parinayok Temple’s area after Ratchadamnoen Road was constructed.
Item courtesy of: Chartri Phakitnonthakan
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UN and remaining traces of the Cold War
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Why is the United Nations Office in Bangkok located on
Ratchadamnoen Road? This building was one of the witnesses
of the Cold War, in which Thailand actively supported the
United States. In turn, the US supported Thailand to become
a member of the United Nations in 1946, and the UN Building
was built on Ratchadamnoen Nok Road in 1964 before the
United Nations Office in Bangkok was established in Bangkok
in 19765.
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#FreeWorld #CommunistWorld #...
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Photo: Santitham Hall.
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Photo: The United Nations building today.

Makkhawan Rangdsan Brid'ge, the birthplace of “Filthy Election”
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On March 2, 1957, field Marshal Sarit Thanarat appeared on the
Makkhawan Rangsan Bridge to meet with the students who gathered
to protest against the election result, as Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram’s Seri Manangkhasila Party won the election.
Sarit said to the students, “The election was dirty, the dirtiest.
€verybody cheated.” He then allowed the protestors to move towards
the Government House.

This incident made Sarit Thanarat popular among the people, and soon
after, he took the power from Field Marshal Plaek Phibunsongkhram and
became the new prime minister.

AW ADUWAROBA

Usangiuugswau
Photo: Sarit Thanarat
on the bridge.
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#FieldMarshalPlaekPhibunsongkhram #SaritThanarat #...
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Rajadamnern Stadium,
a standard boging ring
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Lumpini Stadium is a shabby boxing ring, while Rajadamnern
Stadium is an air-conditioned one. It is the birthplace of many
“standards” in Thai boxing, such as rules, the size of the boxing

ring, and the number of rounds, promoting the status of Thai

boxing internationally.
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Rajadamnern Stadium,

a stadium of life
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Many boxers come from poor families in the Northeast, and for
the uneducated, boxing is a way to earn a living through blood,

sweat and bruises. If you’re good enough, you might become the

next Olympic champion like many other boxers at this stadium

before you.
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#Government #People #...

AWAIINNIWEUAS “UaAdla” “The Civilization”

Tnel 35105 19973 (Jiramate Ngowsiri)
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He gives it all he's got, hoping that one day, his life, his dreams, and
his family will be happy, even if it means going through excruciating
physical and mental pain.
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A prime (minister) residence
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Paruskavan Palace used to be a royal residence where
King Rama V’s son Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath resided.
Later, it became the residence of General Phraya

Phahonphonphayuhasena, Thailand’s second prime minister.

This palace served as a residence for state guests
since the reign of King Rama VI after the death of Prince
Chakrabongse Bhuvanath and his son Prince Chula

Chakrabongse went to study abroad.

Since this palace belonged to the government, after the
political reform, Paruskavan Palace became the residence

for the People’s Party members.

290 1 gUIAAT 1EHNTNTIEQUNa nsuvadsRslandszanuna,
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NTINTELENT
Photo: Prince Chakrabongse Bhuvanath, his wife Ekaterina, and their
young son Prince Chula Chakrabongse.
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Photo: The People’s Party in front of Paruskavan Palace.
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Dusit Palace: End of the road, beginning of many buildings
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Photo: The Ananta Samakhom
Throne Hall during construction.

We may think that Dusit Palace is the end of Ratchadamnoen
Road, which starts at the Grand palace. In fact, Ratchadamnoen
Roads were constructed from Ratchadamnoen Nok and Klang
to Nai respectively.

King Rama V wanted to build Dusit Palace as a royal residence
and to reduce the overcrowded condition of the Grand Palace.
The King purchased the land from the people, and built a
metal fence to separate between inside and outside the palace.
Ratchadamnoen Road was constructed to connect the two.
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The Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall,

the first Gavernment House
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On June 24, 1932, the move that was considered
the success of the revolution was when the
People’s Party held some princes in custody to
force King Rama VIl to surrender and change the
ruling system.

The princes were detained in the Ananta Samakhom
Throne Hall,
center. The national Thai flag, the symbol of the

which served as the command

nation, was erected on the dome above the Ananta
Samakhom Throne Hall, replacing the King’s flag.

The Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall was used for
the first session of the People’s Assembly on June
28, 1932.

2w s Usssnuanigunusnugsaulseniasssruygatunnmiwssitetunaunay
Photo: President of the National Assembly read Siam’s permanent constitution at the Ananta Samakhom Throne Hall.
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A trip down memaory lane
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There are eight routes down memory lane that will take
you to explore the world of those who are connected to
Ratchadamnoen in various aspects. Museum Siam invites you
to take yourself to unknown places to learn more about
life and view things from a different perspective, so you
can be more understanding and empathy—two qualities that
will help keep your impatience and hasty judgment at bay.
After all, Ratchadamnoen has witnessed countless battles of

differences over the past 121 years.
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A trip down memary lane, route 1:
Ratchadamnoen, the road of lights
and free spirits
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Ratchadamnoen was a place where Baby Boomers would
come hang out as teenagers to watch movies, attend
concerts, and dine with friends. There was a special tradition
of closing a theater (Sala Chalermthai) to organize special
concerts and movies. Then, as politics heated up, these
teenagers did not just watch idly: they sought justice on
this road too.

daNTay b : aiTunnA

A trip down memaory lane, route 2:
Homeless people and the road of
strugidles
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Trace the steps of homeless people who not only live here
but also make a living here. They play a small role in driving
the economy as Precarious worker, fulfilling the economy in
the macro economy.

Despite so many limitations in Llife, these homeless people and

Ratchadamnoen Road support one another.
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A trip down memary lane, route 3:
The new generation and the legary
of Ratchadamnoen
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The new generation grew up with ideologies and symbols
of Ratchadamnoen through Lliterature. It is good to be part

of the Ratchadamnoen community in its final days before
imminent changes in the near future, before the heritage

becomes nothing but a memory.
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A trip down memaory lane, route 4:
The hirth of Paruskavan Palace
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The book “Brought Up In English” by Prince Chula
Chakrabongse. This route brings you the prince’s biography
from the late King Rama V’s era, including Prince Birabongse
Bhanudej’s Romulus car racing show in 1937 organized

together with General Phraya Phahonphonphayuhasena’s
government.
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A trip down memaory lane, route 5:
Bangkok gardeners and the road
of change
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Follow the footsteps of Bangkok’s gardeners who must
adapt to every single change they witness on this beautiful

and orderly road. However, people can't appropriate

themselves to every change.
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A trip down memory lane, route B:
| can never be your woman
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Students before the 1980s came to study here and grew
up with the left-wing ideologies of the October 14 era. They

not only called for democracy, but also for freedom in other
values, including equality and gender diversity.




daviay ml - uonAEsdai@ilnnd

A trip down memary lane, route 7:
Ratchadamnoen perspective
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Trace the steps of a boy who was inspired by iconic modern
Architecture on Ratchadamnoen Road. He believes that
the architecture of Ratchadamnoen Road tells many stories
of our society which are as interesting as other aspects of
the road.

AmNTaN 2 mmﬁmiu!niiiu

A trip down memaory lane, route 8:
Flavors of Ratchadamnoen
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Foodies in the half-new, half-old era, despite being Baby
Boomers, seek delicious flavors on Ratchadamnoen Road.

Get to know changing flavors that evolved in time.
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A trip down memaory lane, route B:
| can never be your woman
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Krittika Pokagorn

asaniaNFeduendifunisindaulug
nanasifiasuaznisiavlaniiauAnan
wmAN5al o AAN, © AAN, WOBA wEme LAl
WidudngmgeffidauiuindaulszandUlng
WAL AT

o

Tng@uaNIuLdunNg “aavsan” tnalisuiis

DN

ANNUSAN wasyuUeILUURATTENYRIEND

O s

a

Aunly wiauq Auainnasiidugnisaiads
vy

| want to share stories about women and political movements
and how my mind matured through the October 14, October
6 and Black May incidents. | want to show that women played
a significant role in driving democracy and calling for justice.

| present this through a route that will take you to see and
feel things through feminist perspective of a woman against
the backdrop of Ratchadamnoen where those incidents
actually occurred.

curator's note
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| got to search for the truth and learn about
subaltern, disadvantaged people who were all
equally human. People in the community should
express themselves and have a channel to voice.
We must give them an opportunity when we can.
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Step forward with time
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“l want to tell stories of Ratchadamnoen in all senses through
perspectives and arts that I’'m familiar with. It’s great to dive
deep into the atmosphere that allowed me to draw a picture
for hours while | was an art college student with limited

budgets who happened to rely on any available materials Like
cards and wood branches as painting equipments.”

curator's note
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“| feel motivated once again. My brain and my
senses are revitalized, not withered through times.
| am curious about the past and want to present

it to the new generation. | am an elder who tells
well-structured stories, not blabbering aimlessly.”

udn Sent a Phaotn
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Chayut sent a Photo
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“My generation gets to see both the old world and the new
world. We saw Ratchadamnoen in its early days up until
today. There have been so many happy memories as well as
so many changes. Back then, being a kid, | couldn’t imagine
there could be anything more fun than flying kites. But kids
today who play drones cannot imagine either how kite flying
would be fun.

In the end, the essence of fun and happiness is the same.

Time is the only difference.

| want to tell my memories and stories through interesting
photos, blending old and new images together.”
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| decided to tell my stories through three letters from three
different times because | think it’s more genuine to tell
things from a first person point of view, because it’s about
my experience and my perception. | wrote about what |
experienced when | lived on this road. €ach letter clearly
states the time, and it takes you deeper into the story than

other forms of writing.
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New normal Museum Cafe
Post card’s cafe
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“ was very much inspired by my father’s collectible items
and old postcards. Unfortunately, however, | realized their
values only after my father passed away. So, | want to pass
on this inspiration to the new generation before it is too late.
| want to communicate with them through the media they are
familiar with; I’ve tried them all, from blogging to TikTok.”

Tiny objects in the past may not be archived, but if you look
carefully between the lines, you will see battles of opinions
and the atmosphere of that era. | wanted to create a postcard
cafe where people can enjoy the flavors of Ratchadamnoen
and talk about their memories.”
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The story of one window
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“ talk about what | saw and how | felt from the window of
my room on the third floor of Building 3 on Ratchadamnoen
Klang Road during 1969-1989. | was a rural kid who
grew up on this road. | went to school around here, played
around here, and ate around here. The stories | tell show the
influence of this place on my thoughts, my dreams, and my
character, unrecognizably to me. | moved out after my father
passed away, but | returned here again years later. | happily
slept in a tent in the middle of the road. | thought of my happy
memories. When | was chosen to be a co-curator, | wanted
to open that box of memories and share what’s inside with
other people who might have other bits and pieces similar
to mine. | tell my stories in a straightforward manner, as a

countryside kid.
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“Rommani”: Road of life
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As a literature teacher, | wonder how this book escaped me.

“Rommani Road” is different from other novels by Suwannee
Sukhontha, aka Namphu or Khao Chue Kan. The great thing
about this book is that it perfectly portrays the life of the
elite with post-1932 Ratchadamnoen as the background. In
that era, the elite had to work hard to adapt themselves. The
writing style is distinctively Suwannee’s one where stories
are all about commoners and social and political aspects are
s0 subtly blended to the point that you may not notice if you
don’t read carefully.

Working with Museum Siam, | thought about how to turn
literature into a “trans-generation exhibition”. As a result,
| toyed with a few ideas and sounded them out with my
teenage kid who is an IT-savvy, to figure out how to make this

exhibition interesting.
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It’s a story about an ordinary person, a simple childhood
spent on Ratchadamnoen Road for 16 years. | was particularly
fond of the Sanam Luang weekend market where they sold
many different things in various zones-clothes, food, pets,
and bikes for rent. On the opposite side there were stalls
selling used books. My favorite was stall number & which
sold textbooks, tutoring books, and rare books. At the time
there were not many tutoring schools. These things have
mostly disappeared and are now only memories.
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Ratchadamnoen Road’s Song
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Over the past several decades, there have been many
clashing ideas which led to violence on this road. How did
people handle these incidents, when normal life had to go
on? | picked four songs with different meanings and rhythms
to show our visitors and invite them to decide which one
should be the soundtrack of Ratchadamnoen. We will collect
data, analyze findings, and process the information according
to statistics. Consegeuntly, we can reach a summary on
whether people want to overcome the differences in the past.
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Ratchadamnoen in My Mind
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"I want everyone to cherish cheerful memories of
Ratchadamnoen Road through images and memories. Let’s
indulge in those sweet memories, and some memories may be
brought back to life once again when seeing Ratchadamnoen
Road today. Father’s Day light decorations have not been
put away; and although they are not lit, they remind me of

those days when my parents used to take me to see the light
decoration, and how blissful it made me feel.”

curator's note
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“I want everyone to seek many more stories from a
wider group of people and present Ratchadamnoen
Road from different levels to find out what the
area means for them. For instance, homeless
people may feel comfortable here. To policemen,
vendors, and those who work in the area, it would
be nice to hear what they have to say; and so that
we can see ‘our’ Ratchadamnoen.”
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Never to Delete!
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As a secretary, my job was very stressful. At the end of each
day, | had to delete unwanted information from my head.
Thankfully, | worked at the UN Office on Ratchadamnoen Nok
Road. As a secretary, my job was to welcome foreign guests
who often came to our office. Since our office was right here,
it’s not difficult to take them to great destinations, from
Rajadamnern Stadium to the Grand Palace. The island in the
middle of Ratchadamnoen Road was often decorated with
beautiful lights and occasional arches to celebrate special
events, like the King’s birthday anniversary which usually
arrive with the memorable Flags of Victory March enjoyed by
both Thais and foreigners alike.

That’s the story | want to tell. It's @ memory that |, as a

secretary, never deleted from my head.
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“In this exhibition, had Ratchadamnoen Road been an artery,
Khao San Road would have been a capillary, supplying
tourists or ‘New Arrival’ to constantly fill Ratchadamnoen
Road with liveliness. Meanwhile, in addition to hearing from
tourists, we would like to also hear from those who are
involved in the area, such as old communities like temples,
mosques and police stations, and welcome their suggestions

about how we can create a proper balance when the area is
surrounded by service sectors.”

curator's note
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“...I learned a lot. During the training session, the
team was loaded with young people, and | learned
so much from them about technology. | also got to
enjoy activities which reminded me of being a
university student. At the same time, they Learned

more from us about history and our memories.”

Tmiilan vivls Tusdniis ala
Timeline of the First 121 Years

of Ratchadamnoen
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“Ratchadamnoen is not a place, but a person who has Llived
and breathed over the past 121 years. | have collected the
stories throughout the timeline of Ratchadamnoen to show
that it has Llived in Thai people’s mind and memories
throughout history and always will in the future.”

Ratchadamnoen is not my Ratchadamnoen, your
Ratchadamnoen, or someone’s Ratchadamnoen. It is our

Ratchadamnoen belonging to all Thai people.
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Ratchadamnoen Road’s
Entertainment with uncle Samran

g3y 2AanEana
Samran Wongsathitkun

FasaouiuiisfiilulseiRrmansnlireswariu
233 9 A dusesrIna tWaIguUNIInTaii
lifiTumny snenfiugatuasyuin NIuWdu
ANUTULAY anvnsnisiu wasdnuaafifuguau
Aasa o a a o o o &
NUBINYIN LBUULIY LB UKIUIUUN AQUUIUIU
sofguuvadllinuldlsivue
w@tinunadnlyd uaslyidandlg twsnzifaai
nigldlaudn nialuwiauduaniuduii

When it comes to history, entertainment venues do not
really get mentioned. Ballroom dance is universal, and
Suntharaporn music is timeless. Ratchadamnoen at the time
was at its peak in terms of fashion, entertainment, and food.
Behind the buildings was a lively community with boxing

crowds, horse betting fans, and commuters who would come

to Sanam Luang to travel to other parts of the country.

| tell my stories through a talk show and ballroom dance. It’s
quite rare these days; those things have died along with the
entertainment venus.

curator's note
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|am 80 years old now. | was a government officer
and spent 25-30 years living on Ratchadamnoen
Road, nearby Khok Wua Intersection. | saw the
way of life here from day to night, and | want
to share my memories with the new generation.
These stories are from my real experiences, not
from books.

| don’t want my experiences to be wasted, and
| don’t want to waste an opportunity to share

the stories with the new generation.

TunHEs “U:find:ra”
Ratchadamnoen Road’s pieces
of memaory
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My memories of Ratchadamnoen are a collage; they started
from when | was a student (Ratchadamnoen by day) and
continued when | worked on this road and had to go home
after work (Ratchadamnoen by night). There were also other
moments in life in which my memories of Ratchadamnoen
disappeared as if they had been sucked into a black hole. This

project brought back my memories and the memories of
those around me through a collage.
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A trip down memory lane, route 8:

Flavors of Ratchadamnoen
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Usually, seniors are seen as elders who can no
longer work and are not as sharp as young
people. As a result, their experiences are locked

away in a cabinet.

| Llearned how to unlock those experiences and put
them into useful stories. That is to respect the rights
of seniors, their thoughts, and ways of life, as well
as to use creativity to move forward. It’s not simply
to recall the past like what most people mistakenly
assume that the senior people tend to do. | change
my perspective, my thoughts, and my way of work,
so that we can all coexist happily in the aging society.
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| want to invite families with different generations to
spend time together and enjoy the flavors of dishes on
Ratchadamnoen. There are varieties of flavors either
traditional, contemporary, or both. Ratchadamnoen is
a place where urbanites arrive and relax, in the city that
places for people from two or three generations to spend
time together are hardly found.

Here, Baby Boomers can revisit their past through old
restaurants which remind them of different moments in their
lives. For instance, this restaurant used to have a booth at
the Vajiravudh Fair. Meanwhile, the new generation can take
their grandparents to check out a modern cafe and try new
dishes. They can exchange views over a meal and get to
know each other.

While taking a walk, they can explore the architecture and
environment along both sides. They can see how things have
changed and take awesome photos to post on social medias.
Through word of mouth, Ratchadamnoen will be Llivelier

than ever.
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200

tel: 66(0)225 2777 fax: 66(0)225 2775
www.museumsiam.org | facebook.com/museumsiamfan
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