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The International Print and Drawing Exhibition

on the Occasion of 60" Anniversary (elebration of Silpakorn University, Thailand

@ at The Art and Cultural (enter commemorating

the 6" (ycle birthday Anniversary of Mis Majesty the Ring,
Silpakorn University, Sanamchandra Palace (ampus :
MNakhon Pathom Province, Thailand

between October 4 until December 4, 2005.

@ at Exhibition Hall 4" Floor, The Silom Qalleria :

Silom Road, bangkok, Thailand
between January & until 31, 2004.
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THE INTERNATIONAL PRINT AMD DRAWIMG EXHIBITION
Ofl THE OCCASION OF 60™ ANMIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF SILPAKORM UNIVERSITY, THAILAMD

Modern art in Thailand has not been around as long as in Western countries but the Thai
creative arts have existed for centuries. Thai traditional painting, for example, has a history dating
back more than 800 vears, and today’s Thai painting is often based on the ancient traditions.

Silpakorn University, Thailand’s first fine arts university, was established in 1943 by Silpa
Bhirasri (Professor (orrado Teroci, an ltalian artist who came to Thailand in 1923 at the request of
fing Rama VI) The establishment of the new university marked the beginning of modem art in the
region, and the start of the Thai art scene’s rise to international standards. The university was the
country’s first institution to offer a program in printmaking. It was instrumental in establishing
the print category at the Mational Art Exhibition, an annual event which celebrated its 49" anniversary
this year. begun by Prof. bhirasri in 1949, the Mational Art Txhibition awarded its first printmaking
prizes at the 12" annual competition in 1961.

The print works displayed over the years have received a tremendous amount of interest
and attention. This has encouraged artists and professors at Silpakorn University to raise the level of
their teaching and their artistic output, and as a result, a number of local printmakers today enjoy
a reputation that extends far beyond the borders of Thailand.

Today, modern Thai art has improved to the extent that it can compete with art from other
countries around the globe. Thai printmakers especially have been nominated for and awarded
prestigious prizes at international exhibitions in furope, America and Asia. These exhibitions have
provided a forum where Thailand can demonstrate people’s competence to the world and where

Thai artists can interact with artists from other cultures all around the world.

With our experience and expertise, Silpakorn University is sponsoring the International Print
and Drawing Exhibition to celebrate the 40" anniversary of the university’s founding. This exhibition
will offer Thai and foreign artists an opportunity to display their most recent works. It will also
promote artistic creativity and an exchange of cultures among people from countries throughout not
only the region but the world.
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MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT OF SILPAKORM UMIVERSITY

The International Print and Drawing Txhibition is arranged on the occasion of celebrating Her
Royal Mighness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn 4" (ycle birthday Anniversary and on the celebration of
60" Anniversary of Silpakorn University. This special event is the first international print and drawing
exhibition in Thailand that we, at Silpakorn, feel very honorable and realise how important it is for our

academic fields of Art.

The exhibition aims at reflecting the performance of Thai artists who could develop and create

the masterpieces of works as which of the global standard.

Above all, Silpakorn University wish to express our most gratefulness to MHer Royal Highness
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn for giving us a royal consent to preside over the opening ceremony of

The International Print and Drawing Exhibition.

On behalf of Silpakorn University, | would like to express our deepest thankfulness to Toshiba
(Thailand) Company Limited for the financial support contriouted, the involved public and private
organizations who contribute most energy and timely assistance for us and all honorable artists who pay
their strong enthusiasm in joining with us through their artistic performances which have fulfilled this

special event.

-YW

(Mr. Poot Veraprasert)

President of Silpakorn University
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MESSAGE FROM TOSHIBA

Our philosophy of “brings Good Things to Life” has been part of our 35 years in this beloved
country : to support the community, to create goodness and to contribute to the betterment of others.

To support the International Print and Drawing Uxhibition on the Occasion of 60" Anniversary
(elebration of Silpakorn University, Toshiba will honorably present the “Thanpuying Miramol Suriyasat :
brings Good Things to Life” award to the artist who wins the prize.

To honour all the able artists, and to create opportunities for Thai artists to be accepted to
international standards, Toshiba’s participation is also to broaden the views of the art world in our

country.

/[l ttpT

(Mrs. Kobkarn Wattanavrangkul)
Vice Chairman, Toshiba (Thailand) Company Limited
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PREPARATIONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL PRINT AND DRAWING EXHIBITION

Thavorn [o-Udomvit

In 2003, Silpakorn University celebrates its 60" anniversary, and to mark
the occasion, the university administrators felt that we should organize a program of special
events. One of these, of course, is the International Print and Drawing Uxhibition. An
exhibition of this sort seemed a fairly obvious choice, given our resources and
the university’s mission to provide support for the country's artistic community. We also
felt that an international art exhibit would be of benefit to Thai society in general and

would help to raise the profile of Thai artists on the world stage.

Finding the Funds

Organizing an international art exhibition is a major undertaking, and at first we
were somewhat daunted. We had never hosted an event of this scale before, and we
realized that to bring it off successfully, we would need a substantial sum of money.
During the two years we spent planning the event, our major problem was funding. We
had to find a way to raise the money we would need not only for the international art
exhibition but also for the other events the university was planning as part of its 60"
anniversary celebrations. One idea we hit upon was organizing an auction featuring works
by some of the country’s leading and best-known artists. We were able to turn to our own
alumni, who generously donated their works for the auction. Altogether, one hundred works
of art were auctioned off, raising a total of almost 11 million baht. We were extremely
pleased with the success of the sale, which was conducted with the help of Christie’s
Auction (Thailand) Company Limited, (M. Organizer and the Silom Galleria. The money we
raised was used to finance a number of activities, including the International Print and
Drawing Uxhibition. We were also fortunate to receive support from Toshiba (Thailand)

(ompany Limited, who contributed an additional 1,000,000 baht to the exhibition fund.

Sending Out the Invitations

In the beginning stages we compiled a list of potential exhibitors from a variety
of sources, including catalogs and art museums that had hosted similar print exhibitions.
After assembling a long list of names, we sent out a total of 8,000 invitations to individual
artists, art colleges, museums and galleries in countries all around the world. We asked
embassies here in bangkok to assist in distributing the invitations. We also contacted the
national Department of Information for further help in publicizing the event. We set up

two separate websites, at www.interprint.su.ac.th and www.rama%art.org/interprint,

so that interested artists anywhere in the world could get details about the exhibition
and download their own application forms. Applications were accepted for a period of

six months.



The Selection Process: Looking at Photographs

Artists had approximately six months to send in photographs of their works to
the selection committee. Altogether, we received 3,975 photographs from 1,036 artists in
58 countries, clear proof of the effectiveness of our publicity efforts. The response we

received to our invitations and notices far exceeded our expectations.

Selecting the Entries
The selection process consisted of two phases.

1. Slides

In the first phase, works were judged on the basis of photographs sent in by
the artists. Artists whose works were selected were then asked to send their actual prints
and drawings to the exhibition. As for whether judging an artwork from a photograph is
the best possible selection method, the answer is probably “no,” but given our budget
and space restrictions, it was the best method available to us. If we had asked the artists
to send in their actual works, the cost of shipping, for both the _artists and the organizer,

would have been prohibitive.

fight judges took part in the first phase of the selection process. They were:
Professor Emeritus Prayat Pongdam, Asst. Prof. Manit Poo-aree, Assoc. Prof. Decha Worashoon,
Asst. Prof. lthipol Thangchalok, Ajam Pishnu Supanimit, Asst. Prof. Preecha Thaothong, Assoc.
Prof. Vichoke Mukdamanee, and Asst. Prof. Thavorn fo-Udomvit. An additional team of some
twenty members also helped to inspect the photographs and tally the points. We set up
a database and used computer technology to make sure that the selection process was as
fast and accurate as possible. We wanted to be certain that everything was done carefully

and correctly so that there would not be any mistakes.

NMany of the artists whose works were selected for competition are established
figures in print and drawing circles, and several have an international reputation. A total of
217 works by 214 artists were chosen by the panel of judges. All of these artists were
sent a notice asking them to submit their actual works to the exhibition. In the end, we

received 210 works of art from 207 artists.

2. Awarding the Prizes

In the second phase of the competition, we assembled a panel of five Thai
and foreign experts to select the award-winning works. The panel consisted of Professor
Emeritus Chalood Mimsamer, the founder of Silpakomn University's draphic Arts Department;
Mr. Koichi Yasunaga, Director of the Fukuoka Asian Art Museum in fukuoka, Japan; Professor
Walter Jule from the Printmaking Department at the University of Aloerta, (anada; Ms. Anne
Kirker, Director of the Queensland Art Gallery, Australia; and Asst. Professor Thavorn
Ko-Udomvit, Vice President for Art and Culture at Silpakorn University. Unfortunately, however,

just prior to the judging, Ms. Anne Iirker sent word that due to a medical emergency, she
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would be unable to serve on the panel of judges. We were very sorry to hear this as

Ns. RKirker is one of the region’s most distinguished experts in the printmaking field.

Prior to Selecting the Winners

before the winning works were selected, all of the entries had to be installed in
the exhibition space. Our exhibition was somewhat different from most other shows in
that all the works were to be displayed in the exhibition hall. We hired an expert frame
maker to design an appropriate frame and installed the works in such a way that the judges
could give their complete attention to the task of evaluating the entries. This approach was

widely appreciated by the panel of judges.

Naming the Winners at Last

At the completion of the judging, a drawing by a Slovakian artist was awarded
the Qrand Prize, the exhibition’s top prize. Prizes were also given to another 28 works.
The reason for such a large number of prizes is that we wanted to involve as many local
people and organizations as possible in this landmark event. Groups from within the
university and the private sector sponsored a total of 23 purchase prizes. Together with

the six major awards, this brought the total number of prizes to 29.

Preparing the Exhibition

because the organizing committee had no previous experience with an international
exhibition of this magnitude, we had to work closely and conscientiously as members of
a team. This, undoubtedly, was the key to our success. for instance, we decided together
on just the right frames that would neither unduly add to nor detract from the works of art
on display. We knew that the frames had to be relatively simple but dignified. We asked
the company chosen to make the frames to send us a number of different styles and
designs, and only after repeated discussions did we reach a consensus on which of

the frames was the most appropriate choice.

The Site of the Exhibition

As the site of the exhibition, we selected Silpakorn University’s the Arts and Culture
(enter commemorating the 6" cycle birthday Anniversary of His Najesty the King, located at
the Sanamchandra Palace (ampus in TNakhon Pathom Province, a short thirty-minute
car ride from the capital. Set in a beautiful sculpture garden, the Art and Culture Center has an
exhibition space on the ground floor and conference rooms on the floor above. The (enter
offers all the necessary facilities, and by holding the exhibition here, we hope to make

a larger section of the public familiar with the building.

because the Art and (ulture (enter was not originally designed as an exhibition hall,

it was necessary to install display boards and a whole new lighting system. The committee



members held several meetings to discuss how we wanted the exhibition to look. One of
the decisions we reached was that if all the walls in the hall were white, the atmosphere
would be too sterile and uninviting. We had already decided on white frames and rather
large cards, and if all the walls were also white, the rhythm of the space would be
unpleasantly harsh. Instead, we painted the walls in colors that would complement
the works and enhance the overall atmosphere of the space. Once the work was
completed, we were satisfied that we had one of the best exhibition halls anywhere.
In deciding where to hang the individual prints and drawings, we gave the highest priority

to esthetic considerations rather than the ease and convenience of the spectators.

The Opening (eremony

The official opening of the International Print and Drawing Txhibition is scheduled
for October 3, 2003, and Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirincdhorn has graciously
agreed to preside over the ceremony. The exhibition will take place at the Art and
Culture Center commemorating the 6" cycle birthday Anniversary of His Najesty the [ing,
in Nakhon Pathom Province and will run from October 4 through December 4, 2003. Afterwards,
the show will move, first, to the Silom Galleria on Silom Road, bangrak, bangkok, where
it will remain from January 8-31, 2004, and then to Prince of Songkla University, Pattani
(ampus. At each of these locations, the exhibition is subject to conditions set by Silpakorn

University.

Exhibition (atalog

fach of the artists whose works have been selected for competition will receive
a copy of the official International Print and Drawing Cxhibition catalog. The catalog features
all of the prize winning works as well as all other entries selected for inclusion in the
exhibition. The catalog also includes an interesting article that provides an historical
overview of printmaking in Thailand and gives information about major print exhibitions
held around the world and a list of Thai printmakers whose works have received honors at
these exhibitions. The catalog will be published in both hard and soft cover editions. Soft
cover catalogs will be sent to the participating artists, while the hardoack copies will be

available for purchase by the general public.

Anticipated Benefits of the Exhibition

The International Print and Drawing Cxhibition is intended not only to mark the 60"
anniversary of the founding of Silpakom University but also to raise awareness among Thai
artists of the value of major international showcases like this one. Members of the general
public with an interest in art will also have a wonderful opportunity to sample the

tremendous diversity of art by artists from all around the globe.
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