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Storied Structure:
Architectural awe of Old Town Bangkok



Message from National Discovery Museum Institute (Museum of Siam)

Today, many places with historical significance in Bangkok’s Old Town
have grown old with time - some have become deserted, some well-main-
tained, some repurposed, and some completely transformed to fit contem-
porary functions. These places from the past have a wealth of intriguing
stories behind them, so it is crucial to preserve these history-rich places,
which are considered cultural assets to our country.

Museum of Siam, the National Discovery Museum Institute, is housed
inside one of the historical places in the Old Town. At the same time,
Museum of Siam plays a role in presenting Thailand’s social history,
portraying stories of local communities, local wisdom, ways of life, and art
and culture, through the form of a “discovery museum” which promotes
fun learning which encourages its visitors to keep discovering more and
use the knowledge in creative ways, while at the same time also promoting
a life-long learning socitey in Thailand.

Museum of Siam has sparked the trend for Llearning space tourism,
with an aim to inspire people to find out more about Thailand’s histarical
and cultural places, illustrating those stories through various forms of
art. Museum of Siam initiated Cultural District 2019: Art Festival to bring
the old places in the Old Town area back to life, while also developing
them into places where people can come and learn history. The Old Town
area will thus become a living museum, and visitors can feel inspired and
improve their creativity, using our country’s cultural capital.

Meanwhile, the MRT Blue Line is now in use and passes through this
area. In particular, Sanam Chai Station serves as a gateway to the cultural
hub of Thailand. It is a good opportunity to promote this area and welcome
Thais and foreigners to come explore this neighborhood, introducing them
to a new Llearning experience in this historical area.

This guidebook is your personal compass that will take you to explore
and experience important places in the past, some of which you are familiar
with, and some unheard of. Museum of Siam has collected architectural
information of more than 150 buildings in the Old Town, as well as their
background and the evolution of Bangkok, in this “Storied Structure”
guidebook for education, discovery, and tourism.

Rames Promyen
Director General of the National Discovery Museum Institute
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Storied Structure: Architectural awe of Old Town Bangkok

The Old Town part of Bangkok is a small area measuring only about
1,000 acres, protected by the City Wall and embraced by a moat. It has
been the center of the Kingdom since Bangkok was established as the
capital city.

It has been two centuries, and the Old Town, like everything else,
cannot escape from change. Formerly a port town in the Ayutthaya era,
it became the Kingdom’s capital, and later a part of a busy metropolitan.

Let’s take a look at what the Old Town has been through by looking at
the buildings in it.

The architectural style of each era not only demonstrates technology
evolution but also speaks volumes about the society and way of life at the
time, both of which have continued to evolve over the past two centuries.

Architecture in the traditional Thai era: In the beginning, old traditions
were maintained, and palaces and temples were the most significant.

Architecture in the Colonization era: In the second century, Siam
interacted with Western countries, and we adapted and evolved into a
more civilized version of Siam. The elite were into all things Western. New
businesses emerged, and we saw schools, theaters, hospitals, military
barracks, government mints, post offices, prisons, and cemeteries - these
were all in Western-style buildings. The people of Siam lived in Western-style
bungalows, and Western-style shophouses popped up along our roads.

Architecture in the Modern era: Things were simplified as we entered
the post-industrial revolution era which brought major political changes.

Architecture in the Cold War era: The US came into power and became
a role model. The city center began to lose its significance, and later became
just the Old Town as gentrification emerged in other neighborhoods.

Architecture in the contemporary era now: Bangkok is the dream
destination for travelers around the world, and people start to yearn for
the past and come back to the Old Town. Old buildings are restored and
repurposed. The Old Town area becomes a magnet once again.

Architectures in the Old Town Bangkok are where the East and the West
mix, and the old and the new mingle. They show us that Bangkok is not
deterred by changes, and will continue to evolve over time.
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Architectural Traditions of the Grand Palace
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When Bangkok was first established as the new capital of Thai-
land, the heart of the city was the Grand Palace, which was central
to the king’s absolute power as the king was likened to Indra, a god.

The newly built Grand Palace was thus constructed to emulate
Indra’s heavenly home.
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Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall in the Grand Palace was
constructed in the reign of King Rama I-1II (late 18th century -
early 18th century). The Throne Hall followed traditional Thai
architecture and has long been used for the king’s royal duties
and prestigious royal ceremonies, up until today.
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m Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall
£} The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
@ 8.30am-3.30pm
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) www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Diego Delso, delso.photo, License CC-BY-SA

The Throne Hall is a vast space, big enough to fit
a large number of people. At the center is a throne,
placed under a nine-tiered royal umbrella, symbolic of
the king. On the far end of the hall is another throne.
Both thrones have been meticulously crafted as they
were intended for royal ceremonies.

Outside, the gables of the building feature carving
of Indra residing above his palace.
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Sanam Chan Pavilion is a small wooden pavilion
Located next to Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall. It was
constructed in the reign of King Rama Il and was used
for informal occasions.

JYVK Sanam Chan Pavilion
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
© 8.30am-3.30pm
t, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499
7 www.royalgrandpalace.th
Not Open to the Public
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Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall was built in the
reign of King Rama I (late 18th century). The layout
features four gable ends, and featured on the gables
are carvings of Narai on Garuda, which is a symbol
of the monarch. The distinctive features of this Throne
Hall are the spire on the roof and Garuda and Naga
figures on the four corners of the roof.

Funsenansuaznsznyys (Uszguazntising) vindu
Fuenansvuany As saavanauvau laafulszguiingng
sandsamiu fuginufianulianisnssiidonialy
Fonanowindu

FofumnnlUAisoniin (ARsSunaouuissfinszuas
Tuflaqiiu) avdiulddndudszguasuiingine azfufudngd
wuuwiefizundn durunoas (Funsedn) Wuleisdulae
ldrimdindulianafieudurinfuaeauumily

MDUS\( Maha Prasat Throne Hall
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
© 8.30am-3.30pm

%, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499

&) www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall has long been used

for royal funerals for kings and royal family members,
and the tradition still continues today.
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Aphon Phimok Prasat Pavilion

was built in the reign of King Rama IV
(middle 19th century). It is a wooden

structure, perched high above the
ground to serve as a platform for
mounting on an elephant or a palanquin.
The roof tiles are made of tin, while

the gables feature Indra’s figures.
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MAphon Phimok Prasat Pavilion
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
@ 8.30am-3.30pm Everyday
%, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499
1 www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Sutthai Sawan Prasat is Located on the
edge of the Grand Palace on Sanam Chai’s
side. It was first built during King Rama
I's era as an open wooden structure with
no walls, used for observing parades at
the field outside the Grand Palace. In King
Rama III's era, brick and mortar walls
were constructed, and the spire was added
to the roof. In 1950, King Rama IX granted
a grand audience on the occasion of His
Majesty’s Royal Coronation Ceremaony.

msmtha\ Sawan Prasat
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Sanam Chai Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public
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Architectural Traditions of the Front Palace
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F91a9 warwsesedeunsantuuaatu consist of the Royal Palace, or the supreme

monarch, and the Front Palace (viceroy)
as the second monarch.
Currently, the Front Palace is the
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NHABYHNGUYIHIEVILIBIAANY) 189 ground of the National Museum Bangkok.
WU LVUDUNIBUANATWNATINIVNRIWANU Let’s see if the poyaL paLace of the second

agvlsting

monarch is similar to or different from
the Grand Palace.
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Phutthai Sawan Throne Hall was built during the viceroy of
King Rama I's era (his younger brother). Inside, there is Phra
Phuttha Sihing Buddha statue, which is an important Buddha
statue of Thailand, relocated from Chiang Mai. The distinctive

feature of this Throne Hall is the mural paintings of deva (deities)
and Buddha’s history.

mehutmal Sawan Thron Hall
ﬂ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.
o 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays
. 02 224 1370
1 www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums
£ nationalmuseumbangkok
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Itsara Winitchai Throne Hall was constructed in the viceroy of
King Rama III's era and was used as the royal Throne Hall similar
to the Grand Palace’s Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall. Inside, there
is a royal throne at the far end of the hall, used for the viceroy’s
royal duties.
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JYUK itsara Winitchai Throne Hall JXIX Sivamok Phiman Audience Hall

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.
° 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

t, 022241370 t, 022241370

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.
° 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

l www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums I www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

nationalmuseumbangkok nationalmuseumbangkok
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Siwamok Phiman Audience Hall was built in the
viceroy of King Rama I’s era. Formerly, it was used
as a throne hall of the Front Palace. The front gable
features a figure of Narai mounted on Garuda, while
the back features Brahma on Hamsa. Currently, it is
used as an exhibition venue for the National Museum
Bangkok’s temporary exhibitions.
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Samran Mukkhamat Thai Pavilion was
built in the reign of King Rama V (late
20th century), designed by Prince Naris.
It features Thai architectural style with
influences from other cultures. Formerly,
it was located elsewhere, but later moved
to the premise of the National Museum
Bangkok in the 1920s during King Rama
VII’s era as an architectural example for
Thai people to see.

A1ANAVdSsSY

| o o v & o o

usamssansypauianeyings a¥wiuluaiossniag
7 o Walfidusoufitszinudmnsunsonsziainsing
(Fann) Rufias1efinszsngdvaunduns aaniauassy

¥

udalisas WidhaungnluAisdumnaniuuviond wzuas

lasastauatusIulszgniuiiinuIauaunniudl

Long Song Thai Pavilion was built in the 1910s during the
reign of King Rama VI as a haircut venue. The pavilion was later
moved to the premise of the National Museum Bangkok.

m Samran Mukkhamat Thai Pavilion

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

° 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

%, 02 224 1370
www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

-{2 nationalmuseumbangkok

%, 02 224 1370

mmng Song Thai Pavilion
ﬂ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.
e 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums
{ nationalmuseumbangkok
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In addition to palaces and temples, the Old Town area of Bangkok is home to some
newly built traditional Thai architecture, designed by an architectural expert from
the Fine Arts Department Arvuth Ngoenchuklin, a national artist in Thai architecture.
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Bangkok City Pillar Shrine was built when Bangkok was
established as the capital city. Later, in the reign of King Rama 1V,
it was renovated and featured a cruciform floor plan with a corn

cob-shaped spire. It went through another major renovation on the
occasion of the Bangkok Bicentennial 1982 celebration.
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Maha Chetsadabodin Royal Pavilion was formerly home to a

cinema which was demolished in 1989 to reveal the view of the
Iron Stupa (Loha Prasat) at the back.
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m Bangkok City Pillar Shrine m Maha Chetsadabodin Royal Pavilion

£} Lak Mueang Rd.

© 6.30am-6.30pm

t, 02 222 9876

) Maha Chetsadabodin Park,
Ratchadamnoen Klang Rd.
@ 9.00am-8.00pm

i/ banghkokcitypillarshrine.com t, 02 224 8807 / 02 224 4599
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Santi Chai Prakan Royal Pavilion
) Santi Chai Prakan Park, Phra Athit Rd.
@ 5.00am-9.00pm
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Santi Chai Prakan Royal Pavilion: In
1999, the area around Sumen Fort was
renovated to create a public park and to
build a royal pavilion for the Royal Barge
Procession on the occasion of His Majesty

King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 72nd or 6th
cycle birthday anniversary.
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Thai-style Royal Audience Halls
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The Audience Hall at Tha Phra Palace
was built in the reign of King Rama II. It
was used by Prince Chetsadabodin (later
King Rama III) to perform royal duties, and
later became the audience hall of Prince
Naris, who was an expert on Thai art
and architecture. Today, it is home to the
Silpakorn University Art Gallery.

Thai-style royal audience halls were not all extravagant. For lower-tier royal
members, their audience halls were simple-looking wooden structures on stilts,
painted with rouge. They looked similar to traditional Thai houses with gable roofs
covered with terracotta tiles. The palaces looked very ordinary, far from being
extravagant.

novws:IsvdvUUKUD X

vipanazlseTotiumila adwiuluadudsnisfl o du
gurununls SuAapIRaIAVEaAaDIALTDIEHL

afuiiUssiunnonstaedidnys nsunseAving
e (105a28958n7a7 o fuld1asuuisandan) lusds
Hdufisandnsnmnig wanfluiifaulauazas

TaqiudstinunipatluniuguaspyswanNanyss uas
llsidalvidnny wssndennanaasyingzuigvioonss
Ts9lFannnnauan iWasiinsasidnaumnieg (fngineds)
ldn woo wns aziulszgietinundiangnisuan (usidu
Woansslseazitnannnauilidunan)
Rama 1P son. It was used for royal mmawﬁagﬂﬁmﬁmnmﬁmﬁmm wazdszausiay
duties and khon practice. At present, it s BBWANARNE sumszndtuagiliasnavseg Ade vinunszlse
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open to the public.
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The Audience Hall at Ban Mo Palace
was built in King Rama III’s era and was
the residence of Prince Kunjara, King

Formerly, it was located inside the

JNEX The Red Residence JNFK The Audience Hall at Tha Phra Palace XX The Audience Hall at

ﬂ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd. ﬁ Silpakorn University, Na Phra Lan Rd.

o 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays ¢, 02 623 6115-22

%, 02 224 1370 i www.su.ac.th/th/wangthapra.php
www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

f nationalmuseumbangkok

Ban Mo Palace
) 128 Atsadang Rd.
@ ot open to the Public
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In 2006, the archeological excavation
was undertaken in front of the Ministry of
Commerce building after the Ministry re-
located to another place. The foundations
of the Audience Hall found led us to envi-
sion the design of the palace in the early
19th century.

The Audience Hall, similar to other
audience halls belonging to other sons
of the king, was a Thai-style pavilion,
with its long side facing the front. The
roof was made with unglazed, terracotta
roof tiles and the pavilion was built on
stilts. Its stairs were made of bricks and
mortar, about 3-5 steps in height. There
was space under the building. Inside the
Audience Hall, there was a long hall for
state activities.
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At MRT Sanam Chai Station Exit 1,
you can explore an underground site
museum which brings you archeo-
Llogical evidence from this very area.
We have created an archeological
excavation to show you the foundations
of a former palace.

Underground Site Museum
) MRT Sanam Chai Station, Exit 1
© 6.00am-12.00pm
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Fortifications of Bangkok
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When Bangkok was first established as the capital city, it needed strong struc-
tures to protect its safety. Therefore, city walls and forts were constructed.
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Phra Sumen Fort was constructed in
King Rama I’s era at the mouth of Bang
Lamphu Canal (the city moat), on a strate-
gic Location vital to safeguarding the city.
It is one of the two remaining forts today.
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Phra Sumen Fort
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Mahakan Fort was constructed in King Rama I's era to protect

the city from enemies. It is located by a moat on the eastern side
of the city. It is one of the two remaining forts today.

Auwolidov EMx
Anunanszuasintiviauasting udiundesasuun
Aunsidavfisdetiudansaungs sousaiassniad o i
AUMINUN 9.50 WUAT §9 o WAT Tlulau uaauLnaL A1

annlulaumALuYassaila

The City Wall in front of Bowon Niwet Temple is part of the Old
City Wall built in the reign of King Rama I.
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Bangkok City Gate was formerly made
of wood. In the reign of King Rama V, it

was torn down and reconstructed using
brick and mortar, with a spire at the top.

m Phra Sumen Fort m Mahakan Fort m City wall

£} Santi Chai Prakan Park, ) Maha Chai Rd. £} Phra Sumen Rd.
lasiaeazddn...Aanafiusswyguidunan Phra Athit Rd.
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I¥IK Orum Tower II¥IK Mounting platform
) In front of Wat Pho, £y In front of Wat Pho,
Sanam Chai Rd. Sanam Chai Rd.
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Drum Tower was originally built as
a 3-story wooden tower in the reign of
King Rama 1, used to tell the time as well
as to alert the public in case of fire or
war. It was later demolished. The new one
was built to emulate the original one on
the occasion of the Bangkok Bicentennial
Celebration in 1982.
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Mounting platform is a platform used
for mounting into and out of royal vehicles.
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