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Roman Latrine at Ostia Antica, Italy.

The marble seats were raised up at a sitting
Level with sizable holes for dropping the contents.
After finishing the job, one could insert sponge
through the holes in front for the clean-up.
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ponge. After finishing their d:uly, Roman used

lamp sponge for the clean-up;
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Peasants everywhere on
earth went to the fields

to empty their bowels.
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Time for a ‘Field Trip’
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In traditional times, when Thai people still led simpLe Lives clase to nature and the kingdom was thinly populated,
going to the Loo was simply a private encounter with mother nature. Farmers went out to their rice fields or irrigation
ditches, while those living on the riven.went out to the pier ta relieve themselves. For those living near the jungle,

a walk to the woods was the preferred way to empty one's bowels.

Aha! But you shouldn’t be worried about hazardous effects of the wastes. The products from the call of nature were
automatically treated by nature.
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A Toilet Stick is made fr‘forn bamboo. It was

widely used in Thailand ésmce ancient times. nwdganssuthents meuluglusodagimunmassu ngamwe
Mural painting from Wat Suthat, Bangkok
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Welcome our Cleaners
K-9 Attack

dwsuau “hhy” vinAuiiAnazdluutayuuaiiias nauszivamtau

goenaaailiuilaneudn lifiidususndunassriinds daemyuaz
taevun fianadnunsunauanuasy wse § Appmaslusanaiiu

e vy e e

gnasfalifldnsuliteenusa (uazd) seninevin “gse”
AiflumanuAniius

Crap is one of dogs’ and pigs’ favorite menus! So when taking a dump, one has to

keep a sharp eye out for these creatures for fear of their superb cleaning tasks.

Mural paitning from Wat Sai Arirak, Ratchaburi Province
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Mural paitning from Wat Sai Arirak, Ratchaburi Province

WALIAE LIS

g . s o o m oa ‘ o ,
dmsuau “Wvn” uazaufingluBouun irasnimanuaulsidnemias

‘ v
1aa %

= ' : PR, P
E]'NWlﬂﬂuﬁﬂﬂﬂ'\\lﬂﬂ"lu'ﬂﬂ\‘l'ﬂ:’quﬂﬁﬂ Wee” agnKIud

aca ¢

auifla “pMns” ANAYNINUUMAE 1TUANAEUU)TR “Aen”
wwulilindasnninaanauiuiaefiden

ligipoutanta dvinlumyeavaulne Adlifivauuasatiag

nnARINgTUEETER NETUAMNTTAGRAUNNITITI NTINNTY Our cleaners even work in the water. Certain species of fish on duty will

Mural painting from Wat Suthat, Bangkok keep an eye on you when you drop a bomb. Their nipping ability is second

to none. That is why Thai people have never included this kind of fish in

their menus.
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Simply a Call of Nature
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Pictures of men and women squatting and defecating can be found widely as
part of religious paintings on the walls of ordination halls or chapels in Buddhist
temples. Going to the Loo is not something to hide or to be shy about.

Apart from mural paintings in temples, matters involving excrement also appear
in other aspects of Thai culture, such as in riddles, folklores, and the names

of some animals. “Poo” features in the names of some Thai dishes, and has
even become an ingredient in some herbal medicines.
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Mural painting from Wat Pratusan, Suphan Buri Province
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A7UWse uranluu?
Monk Loo: Where did it come from?
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Over 700 years ago during the Sukhothai period, the kingdom adopted Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka as the state religion.
The monks then embraced Theravada teachings, traditions, and practices, and Sri Lankan technology for treating the human waste

using sanitation was also adopted among Thai followers.
Can you guess what the stone slab below is?%1t is a toilet! A stone toilet.

How does it function? The central hole and the groove were ergonomically positioned in order to help separate the liquid from the

solid waste so that the feces could dry out and create less of a stench.

Too bad that this know-how did not work well in the hot and humid climate of Thailand. Even though the feces did not mix with the

urine, moisture in the ground was a factor that rendered this kind of Sri Lankan toilet practically non-functional.
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A stone toilet for monks during the Sukhothai period.

On display at Ramkhamhaeng National Museum, Sukhothai Province.
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Wat Ket, Lop Buri Province®
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A stone toilet from Anuradhpura, Sri Lanka Fandansnn Sminanys TAAANTM TN TANTIUATATDYEE
Wat Phayakkharam, Lop Buri Province Wat Dusidaram, Phra Nakhon

Si Ayutthaya Province
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Latrines for Thai Monks
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Latrines for Buddhist monks are generally called
“\/accakul}." The word derives from Sanshkrit,

meaning “Chamber for Excrement.”

Over time, the term “Vacca” (pronounced “wed”)
thus became the common name for all kinds of

toilets in Thailand, whether for monks or not.
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Wat Yal Suwannaram, Phetchaburi Province
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View Finder.

This aperture is for
air ventilation. Also
used as a window for

the toilet user.
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Sri Lankan toilet.

It helps separate urine Stealth Hole. This opening helps drain the accumulated pile of compost out

from feces, draining
the liquid out of the

during the flooding season. During the dry season, our four-legged friends

enjoy cleaning up the den.
cubicle. Though simple,

this technique effectively

helps reduce undesirable
odors.
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Royal Loo: Where did it come from?
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Thai people adopted the Hindu notion of

the God-King (Devaraja) which held that

the king was a reincarnation of Lord Vishnu.
This led to a multitude of rituals, customs,
and ceremonies pertaining to both the king’s
private and public functions. There was no
exception even for his defecation session!
Even though the substance was excrement,

it was the excrement of a god.
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Baroque Loo
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Do you believe that during the Louis XIV era, there was no toilet within the Versailles premise?

There was no such toilet because Louis performed his private session on a mobile unit! It was actually a chair with a hole on a seat, and
a toilet bowl was placed underneath. As for the noblemen, his entourage, and other courtesans, they preferred to spend their private

time as best they could around the Palace premises.
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The King and |

8 Tunnssuivavauazngutpuuananaiuly dmiuidune
FugInarwszunInEnstual 8 doiduEssduaa AfAL
% & v v @ - a ea s a
Wallazvinubiiulusssuiflounnsufumdsenisnile As
NSANTEUMINERE EMTsINdRtN AN ARt Aswue
Wudhsiiedunsudnvosnssiivau (Mevudn) iwsnzfiniuan

dndnAunnusidurevAnfaninuadinisasn winengLiin
1nad ApnavinlWifinAlnuianuae

Human waste disposal was considered inauspicious; therefore the

king had to change his attire before entering a lavatory chamber.

This was because the fabric of the king’s attire bore patterns of
sacred mythical creatures, and it was deemed inappropriate to bring

these creatures in close proximity to the Lowly toilet.

nlunuaswWEILLUEDU
Why was it forbidden to build a toilet chamber in a house?
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Writing about the king’s royal lavatory, H.R.H. Prince Damrong, a well-respected Thai scholar and historian,
pointed out that traditionally, having a toilet built within a residence was a luxury reserved for the monarch or
royal family only. According to sumptuary laws of the time, common people were not able to have an in-house
toilet. Building a toilet within one’s abode was thus strictly banned, as it would be deemed as imitating the

absolute supremacy of the king.

NNBUsUsTINTvAY ustinsls?
What did the royal containers for excrement Look like?
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Evidence showed that three small containers made from banana leaf sewn
together with conical coverings had to be prepared every day to hold the
king’s excrements. Court officials would then discard the filled containers
in the river. It can be surmised that this ritual would have been in practice
since the Ayutthaya period up until the end of the 13th century, when King

Chulatongkorn abolished this custom.
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Carly Banghkok f d Early Banghkohk until the 1880s

By the River, outside the Pala € ) Between the inner and outer walls

On ground
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Water Scooper
the King Chul.

toilet sticks.

Water has been used for rinsing purposes ir

e ancient times.

Even during

gkorn period, courtesans

were also encoursged to use water rather than

Water scoopers thus have been part of the Tha} oo for such a tong time.
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During the Louis XIV period, ladies cleansed their private parts

by using one of the most innovative and popular gadgets of
the time — the bidet. It was crafted from wood, and c

inside with copper plate for holding water.
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The Loo and Modernization of Siam
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Around the turn of the 20th century, Bangkok became one of the most prosperous cities of
the East. Siam opened its doors to everything Western and modern. Tastes for the foreign
increased, and Western fads sprang up everywhere in the city. The population grew
dramatically to twice the density as during the Early Bangkok period. These inevitably

had an impact on how Bangkokians went to the loo. The downtown became more densely
populated due to the construction of several new roads and row houses. Going to empty
ones’ bowels in fields or on the streets seemed to be problematic by now. Even going to
the piers was no longer a possibility, since both the rivers and canals already exceeded

their capacity.

Bangkok had become a filthy, prosperous city. To become civilized, one thing had to be

taken into consideration immediately: The LOO!
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Do you know that in the old days, the Chinese defecated in buckets to keep the poop for

use as fertilizer, while Westerners saw it as a source of germs and diseases?
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According to the law, anyone who relieved himself on the street would be fined 20 Baht, which equaled

one-month’s salary of a coolie. If you had no money you would be arrested and tied up for four hours.
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Bucket collectors were socially condemned and perpetually harassed. But they were committed to doing a good job.

Sometimes they even used their hands to scoop up the feces when it spilled out on the road.
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Do you know that during the 1920s, the term “go to the firm” was slang for “go to the Loo” because all toilets in Bangkok

were maintained by “On Weng” - the said firm.
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Organization of the Loo
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So long as Bangkok people still defecated indiscriminately, Westerners would never stop condemning us as an uncivilized people.

In order to upgrade the appearance and hygiene of the urban landscape, the Local Sanitary Department was first founded around
a hundred years ago in hopes that the city of Bangkok would be kept clean and tidy. A new rule was then enforced: All the
residents of Bangkok had to use toilets for defecation. For those who did not have toilets in their homes, public latrines provided

the service free of charge.

Technologically speaking, the Loo of this era was simply a bucket toilet. A private company collected the loaded buckets at night

and transported this nightsoil out of the city. This company was commonty known Dy its Cnlnese term as “On Weng

¥ TN » [
ﬂmmmgn DOUMN - 1

o. u%ﬁm.u'-m Fowd” tuaznilely mu‘lmuamﬁnmn 'lv\uqomuuwm:ﬂminntwum'lva

%
)

n'qﬁwtxumﬁ‘-lﬂLﬁuaﬂoaﬁmmﬁau daldazaanazana AlWlE 3 aas750 ﬁwmovhu’-hmhmﬁdﬁ

o P k- ] : . oy o
. wiEnazfudoliynAuasudeausuifusull Tusailadusasiany
& vn’s'aﬁ'ﬂn'ﬂ:mn Auptidumauanslintdninu ;

L L'i'muno'\umumLuanaLﬂuunmnsauwimmmumumwm
lWsantinvinin me%sqmmuuﬁmmuﬁ‘lmmnmamnu
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wlll‘give our clients a bucket —one bucket per one houééhom. If your hougehold contains several
members, infoyn us. The firm will consider giving you more buckets.

oy Serw'oe charge is no more than 2 cents a month.

If you_are unable to pay, go use the pubUc—subsld_lzéd‘ latrines. -

5

pick-up time is: inconvement put your loaded buchet in front of your- house

. A Bucke\collectors are valuable employees of oun firm. Please do nut harass them, &
o ltis very dnfﬁcult to find people wllu;\g to do. this job. ¥
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The Commoner Loo: Where did it come from?
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From the late 1Sth century, during the reign of King Chulalongkorn, this kind of structure was erected throughout the city of
Bangkok as a public latrine. The service was free. It was a bucket toilet, presumably adopted from the Chinese.

Though basic and rudimentary, this outhouse was viewed as a mechanism for building a modern and civilized nation.

Instead of going to the fields or to the piers as before, Siamese people would go to the Loo in a more systematic and hygienic

manner. During this period, Bangkok became a city of promise — fields were converted into urban roads and commercial

row houses.

s3dldn uananiladeinnie Wildlszdas:ide
ud ueiilifi] Adadalonabiglitiévinmunuie
fiousniiagay

Tollet SilL. In addition to concealing the nether
parts of the bodies so as not to offend anyone,
these wooden boards also allowed the squatters
Inside the cells to make conversation with the
passers-by.
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Public latrines would be located at bustling markets or temples.
At the central market. in front of the Giant Swing, this kind of latrine
was found in as many as four spots, with five stalls each; while at the

nearby Wat Suthat there were two more spots — 22 stalls in total.
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Rice Paper or Straw Paper. Traditionally, Chinese people us-:ed rice paper for wrapping almost

everything from herbs to bottoms.
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The Middle Class and “On Weng”
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This western-styled sitting toilet with an attached bucket was
probably in use since the founding of “On Weng” in the 1920s.
In 1928, a waterworks and plumbing system introduced in the
neighborhood, and the flush toilet was then installed on the
upstairs floor. Unfortunately, you could flush only once a day

because of the weak water pressure at the time.
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Courtesy of Waraporn Suravadee, Bangkok Fork Museum
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Tycoons and “On Weng”
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Located by the River in the China Town neighborhood, this

house belongs to one influential and wealthy Chinese family.

Female masters of this house relieved themselves in a
toilet bowl on the upper floor of the mansion. When their
duty was done, servants would pour the substance down
the pipe connected to a bucket placed on the ground

floor. “On Weng” would come and collect the lump of gold

roughly once a week.
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Palaces: Trend Setters of the Loo
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During King Chulalongkorn reign of the late 19th century, the modernization of Siam was introduced
in order to avoid the threat of Western colonization. The Siamese elites such as members of the
royal family were the first to keep up with every new trend of European lifestyles. Their daily private

routines were no exception.

Up to the early 20th century, plenty of ornate royal bathrooms were added to newly constructed,
Western-styled palaces. Bath tubs and showers were of course part of must-have lists, as well as

flush toilets and bidets; all made in and imported from Europe.

However, rumor has it that these toilet amenities were sometimes Left untouched since some members
of the nobility were still familiar with their old routines. These objects of civilization thus seemed to be

acquired simply as status symbols of the owners.
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The toilet set made from blue glass
belonged to H.R.H. Prince Damrong during
his monkshood. The set is comprised of
five pieces: a wash basin, a jar, a covered
box for keeping a tooth brush, a trash bin,
and a toilet bowl (with a Lid).
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Courtesy of Wat Niwet Thamma Prawat, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province
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An advertising catalogue of Doulton from England.
Doulton was one of the brands Siamese elites imported for
their new bathrooms during the early 20th century.
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Phra Nakhon Khiri Palace
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Built on a hilltop in Phetchaburi Province, Phra Nakhon Khiri Palace compound was constructed as

King Mongkut’s summer residence. The palace was a mix between Neo-Classical and Chinese
architectural styles. During the construction of the palace in the mid 19th century, the threat of
European colonization was imminent, and European things were about to become a fad within the Siamese
court. King Chulalongkorn, the heir to the throne, also continued frequent visits at this palace as

his favorite summer retreat.

Within a royal lavatory chamber one finds European wooden furniture made by Chinese craftsmen and
a toilet set comprised of a wash basin, a jar, and a toilet bowl. The ceramic wares were of Victorian

style and imported from €ngland.
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Victorian Loo A water seal toilet was first invented by Alexander Cummings more than 200 years ago. The technique of trapping water within the toilet
bowl to seal against foul odors was considered ground-breaking at the time.

However, it was around 70 years after the invention that this revolutionary kind of toilets became popularly known among the general populace, when it
was showcased in London’s 1851 Great Exhibition. After that, demand for the water seal toilets increased considerably until the end of the 19th century

when they became mass-produced commodities.
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Flushing a Toilet: The sound of civilization
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Sitting toilets with elevated cisterns became a trend among the Siamese elites during the early

20th century and became an indispensable part of several new palaces since then. By pulling
the chain to release water in the elevated tank, the water pressure washed out the toilet bowl
effectively, though creating quite a loud noise. Moreover, the innovative water trap helped seal
against undesirable odors, creating a clean and decent atmosphere for a lavatory chamber.

AlL these qualifications perfectly fit the idealistic notion of civilized Siam.

Old-fashioned toilets with elevated cisterns were restored in their original settings in the royal

bathrooms of Ban Puen Palace and Mrigadayavan Palace, Phetchaburi Province.
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Bang Khunphrom Palace
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Within the Bang Khunphrom Palace compound Lies the graceful
two-storey mansion built as a residence of Princess Consort
Sukhumala Marasri of King Rama V and her royal offspring.
Constructed in the early 20th century, the mansion was de-
signed by German architect Karl Dohring, thus reflecting a mix

of styles between German Art Nouveau and Art Deco.

Within the royal bathroom were a bath tub and a lavatory desk
with a ceramic wash basin and a jar. A western-styled flush

toilet contemporary to the period did not exist.
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Ban Puen Palace
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Ban Puen Palace was built during the early 20th century as
a vacation palace for King Chulalongkorn in Phetchaburi Province.
It was designed by German architect Karl Dohring, so the mix
between German Baroque and Art Nouveau was apparent,

similar to the Palace in Germany where the King once visited.

A ceramic western-style flush toilet with elevated cistern and
wooden seat, as well as a marble-tiled bath basin, were of
interest in the royal bathroom. Also, the bath tub with jet was

claimed as one of the most modern gadgets at the time.

nszamfiny Tusidurieu nezewsivgiadusasiuiey mmzﬁ"\auiuﬁmﬁwaﬂnsiﬁm:s:mﬂ Aouudedl
I3 - va ¥ b - a - 32
TlumjidunenIagviouu AusnviAsT seoo Millsvuudaisgludssmaiugriousn

Tollet Paper. In the past, toilet paéer was considered a luxury item since it was'gan import.

Only those who were able to afford it could use it, and it was not until around the sixties when

toilet paper was first manufactured in Thailand.










¥

dou ganupevidnlse
‘i}'ﬁhe Loo: From Civility to Sanitation.

U{J untit the early 20th @entury,'a Western-style toilet was seen merely as a status symbol representing civility among
Slam s elite. However, after World War II, the Lloo became the centerpiece for Thailand’s new public sanitation campaign.
Hookworms and cholera had to be strictly controlled by the intreduction of a new superhero — the toilet. The Thai

. government and other lnternatlmal urganlzatlons pan several campaigns to promote toilet usage in every household, hoping
to stop the propagation of anseases

At first, the heroic- oo failed to gain popularity. It encountered several obstaeles, including people’s unfamiliarity with
new routines, limited budgets, and water supply shortages.
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“In thé morning, officers from the Public Health Department
X . would call upon Local villagers to gather at a temple

» rgnd in order to educate them about the benefits of ; e
3 nmsry xmlets Wo‘sshops for molding concrete
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i Newspaper. Newspaper seems to be used most

widely within Thai households fdesplte its roughness.
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- Building a Nation of Toitets ’

After World War I, the government promoted the slogan that "the'p‘a‘dgla were the nation’s valuable assets.” Wl'th this new focl
protecting the health and well-being of the Thai populace, the Loo became part of a national agenda. Officers were sent out i
household in even the most remote regions to efcourage Thai citizens to use sanitary toilets. Throughout the country, ‘the gn
helped build toilets with little monetary or material support from the users.
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The Propagation of the Loo
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Mdiafindnso (insrluapiiy pedolifilasiounaan  — DUring the sixties, movies begame an effective means:for
promoting the use of tailets in Thailand: P&ﬁldﬁnjoy |
seeing this new kind of entertainment @p adopted many (
the practices that were introduce@i.ﬂtm
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) urlng the decade of 1960s, water seal toilets were
d to acquire due to limited domestic production. No
blem!  Government officers and villagers collaborated

construct the toilets by themselves.
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Before pit privies coutd be replaced by water seal toitets, hand water
‘pumps had to be installed in order to provide a water supply for flush-

; g‘ng Also, graundwater from the pumps was a good source of pure
: nu,gatar‘ for villagers” consumption, another way to prevent the spread of
7
gestive diseases.
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Creative Loo
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Today, going to the Loo is not an insignificant matter.
Today’s toilet has become a space for infinite creativity in response to
our endless consumer needs and preferences. Let's take a look
at how people apply their imagination to the ever-changing world of toilets.
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Loo is Where the Heart is
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Nowadays, even though the Loo is still not available in every Thai household, toilets in
some people’s houses may cost more than the entire house.

As urban lifestyles have changed, toilets have become something that can not be
overlooked. Toilet wares are seen as one of the design pieces on the market, with
lots of time, energy, and creativity put into the design and production processes.
From a tiny, closed space that everyone wanted to leave after finishing their duty,
the toilet has now become a self-indulgent space for everyone to enjoy.
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Courtesy of Siam Sanitary Ware Co.,Ltd.
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Water Hose. Ho@v did a hose became part of toilet routines? lt’:t not entirely clear. It seems that the
hose is used in tine South East Asian region only. Westerners aéways use a hose when doing the dishes,

but Thai people s:eern to be resourceful, adapting it to be used |r1: a very ingenious way.
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Mobile Loo
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There is more than only one kind of toilet, and it does not have to
be stationary. The portable Loo is one of your choices.

AUNTLAH
Paper Loo
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Lﬁﬂﬁuiwqimxmm ot yafdfuiuding In the case of flooding, one of the big problems for
panuuulas U3En a33 Wuled 4na (unimu) everyone is how to go to the Loo. The paper loo was
Courtesy of Siam Cement Foundation thus created. It is light-weight, but sturdy enough to
Designed by SCG Paper PCL bear 100 kg, and can be folded for maximum freight

capacity. This kind of paper loo became useful
during the recent nation-wide flood disasters.
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Street Loo
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Over the decade of the 1990s when Thailand’s economy was booming, the traffic congestion
in Bangkok seemed to be the number one problem of the city-dwellers. The 100 FM radio
program was then established to keep commuters up-to-date on traffic information.

This “Comfort 100" station was then launched for all car-riding Bangkokians,

either male or female, to use in case of emergency.
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Mobile Royal Toilet
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This portable toilet was made in 1976 during King Rama IX’s

visit to remote areas in Lamphun Province, but there is no
historical record about its use.
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Courtesy of Hariphunchai National Museum, Lamphun Province
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Wearable Loo
FUNULA Fruflafiasade wowilllsnndl saesunnanunsel
Foldable Loo Avinulaing

The adult diaper is considered the ultimate mobile toilet.
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Do you believe that this wooden toilet can be folded into a

briefcase for an easy take-away purpose? It was for General
Phahonyothin, the second Prime Minister of Siam, when he

went hunting in the jungle.
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Courtesy of Artillery Center Museum, Phahonyothin Camp, Lop Buri Province
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TALES from the LOO

Private investigation from
the call of nature

In Collaboration with

Museum Siam, National Discovery Museum Institute
Fine Arts Department, Ministry of Culture
Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health
SCG

The exhibition is made possible by

Wat Niwet Thamma Prawat

Hariphunchai National Museum

Artillery Center Museum

Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health
Bangkok Folk Museum

Siam Sanitary Ware Co.,Ltd.

Siam Cement Foundation
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