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Preface of Director of National Taiwan Museum 

In the face of increasingly severe environmental problems caused by excessive development, how to 

balance the needs of the environment and economic growth has become a global issue. At the same 

time, many natural history museums around the world have taken on the responsibility of educating 

the public about environmental issues. For a long time now one of the tasks of National Taiwan 

Museum has been to lead the collection, interpretation and research of data on the challenges faced in 

preserving biodiversity. As part of this mission, the museum uses displays and educational resources 

to teach visitors how daily life impacts the natural environment. Broadly speaking, it is hoped that 

greater awareness of ecological conservation will help to promote the attitude, actions and technological 

developments needed to address the environmental problems the planet faces. This also encourages 

people to live in a more environmentally-friendly way as we work together for future generations. 

The museum organized the "Come to Our Future: Climate Change exhibition." in part to reflect the 

urgency of global warming. The displays are organized chronologically and divided into three sections; 

"The Way We Are ... ", "In Pursuit of Facts" and "The Way We Will Be ... ". Utilizing the examples of 

collapsed civilizations and extinct species throughout human history and research based on ice cores, 

dendrochronology, foraminifera and fossil pollen, the exhibition examines the evidence for a causal 

relationship between climate warming and the seemingly endless illness, famine, flood and drought 

related problems that plague the planet today. In addition, visitors are encouraged to reflect on their 

own behavior and how it impacts the environment of the future, while people are called on to be more 

proactive in seeking a sustainable future for the planet. 

Lao Tzu said: "Man models himself on the Earth, the Earth models itself on Heaven, Heaven models 

itself on 'The Way' and 'The Way' is modeled on Nature." This exhibition highlights the need to respect 

Nature and to learn how to coexist in ways that promote co-prosperity. It is our hope that the exhibition 

will bring together people, who concern about the future of the planet and that together we can find ways 

to coexist with Nature so that future generations will continue to enjoy everything the natural world has 

to offer. 

This exhibition is the result of the collective hard work of numerous organizations and experts. I would 

like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you to the Forestry Bureau, National Museum of 

Prehistory, Quanta Culture & Education Foundation, Taipei Zoo, Chi Mei Museum, National Museum 

of Marine Biology and Aquarium, Central Geological Survey, British Council, Han Lin Culture & 

Education Foundation and Radio Taiwan International. For the outstanding effort of everyone involved 

in the curation of the exhibition, educational activities and marketing, I would like to say that you are the 

people who have made this exhibition possible. Thank you. 

Director of National Taiwan Museum 

Clii-1vting Chen 
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Preface of Director-General of Forestry Bureau, 
Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan 

In 2007, the Forestry Bureau and National Taiwan Museum worked together on the "Codes of Life: 

Saving Biodiversity on Earth" exhibition. In light of that highly successful project we are delighted to 

be once again collaborating, this time on the "Come to Our Future: Climate Change exhibition." The 

new exhibition looks at the issue of climate change from a human perspective with displays organized 

around three central themes; "The Way We Are ... ", "In Pursuit of Facts" and "The Way We Will Be ... ". 

These are designed to give visitors a better understanding of the natural history of the planet, including 

the way in which Nature provides Mankind with fresh air, clean water and food, and how plant and 

animal life in various eco-systems and extreme environments have adapted to survive. 

Although the Earth i s currently the only habitat in which Mankind can live, the global environment 

has been changing ever since our ancestors first appeared. The Berkeley Initiative in Global Change 

Biology (BiGCB) has mobilized more than 100 renowned scientists from a wide range of fields to 

bring together all the data on global change we have, thereby highlighting the way in which such 

factors as population growth, large scale damage to eco-systems and climate change have reduced 

biodiversity and severely impacted areas such as fishing, agriculture and forestry on which many 

people rely for their existence. 

With the global population already more than 7 billion, whether the Earth can continue to sustain 

so many people will depend on how we interact with the planet and protect the natural resources it 

provides. Many scientists say the planet is approaching the point of no return. This exhibition seeks 

to remind people that for Mankind to have a future, we need to start looking for answers now and to 

establish a new relationship with Mother Nature based on sustainable development and coexistence. 

Director-General of Forestry Bureau, 
Counci l of Agriculture, Executive Yuan 

rtao-Sfieng Lee 
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Preface of Chairman of Quanta Culture & Education Foundation 

"Save the Earth! Students, the Earth is counting on you!" 

This Earth is the biological key to our survival, and the only one we have; if mankind is to have any 

hope for the future, we must strive to protect it. 

Over the past few years, the Earth's environment has seen several severe changes. Mankind faces a 

serious test. Quanta Group, along with the Quanta Culture & Education Foundation, is honored to be 

partners with the National Taiwan Museum in the "Come to Our Future: Climate Change exhibition." 

To save our one and only home, we must start with education, and with a humble attitude, face any 

and all future challenges together. 

In September, 2012, Quanta will begin its "Travel Through the Arts Campus Tour: Come to Our 

Future." The tour will use, shocking, thoughtful, and topical artwork to discuss environmental issues 

from the perspective of artists . The goal will be to allow children to better understand how modem 

artists use a variety of mediums to express their concerns of environmental issues. Students will be 

guided to explore the link between mankind and nature. Our hope is to faci litate a greater respect 

among children for life on Earth, enhance civic awareness of environmental issues, and in the face of 

unprecedented progress and technologic development strive to build a sustainable future. 

I sincerely believe that the National Taiwan Museum, in cooperation with many others who place 

importance on environmental education, can bring about a more comprehensive vision for all peoples 

to achieve a greater more prosperous future. 

Chairman of Quanta Culture & Education Foundation 

<Barry Lam 
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Preface of Curator Team 

The curator team is comprised mostly of individuals born in the 1960s, during a turning point in 

Taiwan's economy and society. Changes that occurred during their lives include: an economic transition 

to small and medium private businesses focused on import, proliferation of television and mass media, 

increasing urbanization, a rising literacy rate, compulsory education being extended to nine years, etc. 

At the same time Taiwan experienced positive developments in infrastructure and construction, with the 

construction of residential apartments over four stories, and broader implementation of better building 

materials like, reinforced concrete and stronger bricks. Water and electricity provision has also seen 

remarkable improvement over this period of time. In the eyes of people today, the progress experienced 

over the last half century excites and gives them hope about the future. It is the year 2012. If we were to 

ask those individuals who grew up during this period of remarkable progress in Taiwan what they were 

most excited about the future, what would they say? We would love to know the answer! 

Do people across generations have the same expectations of the future? People, born in Taiwan 

following the 1980s for example, may have never caught fish in the wild, used fire to heat their bathes, 

or walked an hour just to visit a friend, or perhaps have never enjoyed the freedom to simply roam 

through the wilderness. They have grown up surrounded by businesses, signs, cars, and electronics. 

When these people hear about life in Taiwan during the 1960s, they can hardly believe it. Even so, 

they are excited about the future, and are determined not to return to the way life used to be. 

The process of civilization is an addictive. We all chase the future in the same way, by continuing to 

pursue material growth and technological progress. People's awareness of environmental problems 

is progressing as well, yet substantial environmental improvement and behavioral change remains 

to be seen. The 20th and 21st centuries have seen the fastest pace of human progress in the history 

of the Earth. Natural scientists from different fields maintain however the Earth is indeed "sick." Yet 

governments and people that both recognize that the Earth is sick, and resolve to take decisive action 

to heal it, are limited. Thomas Friedman's book, Hot, Flat and Crowded, published in 2008 says that 

"even if we don't know what road we are on, it doesn't mean we don't know what direction we are 

heading. The two should not be confused." From the history of mankind, we see the trajectory of 

changes in the Earth's past. It is also as if we can see how the Earth will evolve in the future. Right 

now we are at the intersection and about to re-write the history of the Earth. 
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While sometimes called the "Dark Continent," Africa remains a paradise 

for animal life. A variety of large mammals live in the African wilderness, 

including top consumers like lions and leopards. Biodiversity in Africa 

is matched only by the sheer number of indiv iduals present there. 

Wildebeest, for example, migrate in herds of over one million individuals. 

Africa is home to the largest land mammal on Earth, the African elephant, 

as well as the world's largest bird, the ostrich. 

1. iHlil Serval 4. :ft~ Leopard 

2. $E.~ Ostrich 5. ~tiPT- Lion 
3. Jl r.€.lC~ African Brush-tailed Porcupine 
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Asia is home to extremely diverse climate and biological conditions. The land mass extends 

from the equator all the way to the Arctic. Topographically the continent is also extremely 

diverse. The world's highest peak, Mt. Everest, as well as one of the lowest places in the 

world, the Turpan Depression (154m below sea level), is located in Asia. The highly variable 

latitude and elevations facilitate the existence of an extremely diverse array of species 

including: the peacock, the Asian tiger, and the only crab to live at the mouth of underwater 

oceanic volcanoes (Xenograpsus testudinatus). 

1. *llf. Tiger 4. JHill.~ Golden Weasel 7. m~#\Ht!re Formosan Sika Deer 

2. •1lHf~ Formosan Hare 5 . IBl ~ Common Peafowl 

3. miliil~ Indian Python 6. ii.~ Steere's Liocichla 
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Photo2-5 , 7-11 : JMf~ J ll 

1. tlliml Giant Panda 7. *•Chinese River Otter 

2. ~-lUiHl Mikado Pheasant 8. illll' ~~~ Formosan Black Bear 
3. l?i:J!l;e Swinhoe's Pheasant 9. LlJ~ Formosan Muntjac 
4. ii§~ Common Water Monltor 10. ;g: illJI~ Formosan Rock-monkey 

5. !Urt7dtl:Jf~fi Formosan Giant Stag Beetle 11. :S: ll~Jll~ Formosan Fruit Bat 

6. !t~~Ut Bactrian Camel 
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Photo3 , 6-8 , 10 : f.i{~Jll , Photo11 : ;I;t#~ 

Despite the high level of development in Europe and the Americas, citizens and government take 

great care to promote environmental and species protection. Once nearly extinct, the gray wolf, 

for example, has made a remarkable come back thanks to the efforts of concerned citizens and 

government officials. The region is home to the world's largest river basin, the Amazon, as well as 

the world's largest snake, the anaconda, and the world's largest rodent, the capybara. 

1. ~ffll American Black Bear 5. llll!m Reindeer 9 . f.X~~ Gray Wolf 
2. :k §JIM.~ <ftrnellf.I',~ l Toco Toucan 6. PLUU/1.PUI Spectacled Caiman 10. *n~ Capybara 
3. ~~I~lil Pink-backed Pelican 7. e)J<mr~ (;!if~~' Coypu 11. ~!14 Anaconda 
4. ~~ Mountain Hare 8. Jm~::k)iiJ~ North American Beaver 
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Photo 1- 7 : Ji'{~J 11 

The Australian land mass and the other continents of the world separated relatively early on the Earth's history. 

This separation created an independent, isolated space for the animals there to evolve and develop. 

Examples of this unique development include several oviparous (egg laying) mammals like the platypus and 

echidna, and various marsupial mammals like the kangaroo and koala bear. The region is also home to one 

of the world's largest flowers, the flower king (Raffiesia), as well as the tallest flowering plant, the titan arum 

(Amorphophallus titanium). 

1 . .!l!I~!§:Jl1,i .~ Keel-billed Toucan 5. ~-Emu 
2. 1J'7C~.~ Lesser Bird of Paradise 6. ft}~~ Common Squirrel Monkey 

3. 5~J!f~i:l1L~il Aldabra Giant Tortoise 7. "*"*ll&ii~~ Chattering Lory 
4. ~HI~roll. Red-necked Wallaby 
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Polar Regions 
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Whether you look at the Arctic, which is comprised of multiple landmasses 

surrounded by a frozen sea and huge icebergs, or the ice capped landmass 

of the Antarctic, both can be described in one word, frigid. Both regions are 

the harshest environments on Earth. Species in both regions, while distinct, 

have responded in similar ways to environmental pressures there. Polar bears, 

penguins, whales and seals, for example, have all responded to the similar 

environmental pressures that exist in both regions in the same basic ways, with 

the ability to swim well, resistance to extreme cold and the ability to catch 

marine prey. 

1. !liiJ~~1J{E• Adelie Penguin 
2. ;Jt~~ Polar Bear 

29 


