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In 2022, Museum Siam invites everyone to celebrate a special occasion
as we rediscover “our” building. This magnificent structure was completed
and launched as the Ministry of Commerce building in 1822.

Yes, the building in which Museum Siam is housed celebrates its
100" anniversary this year!
It has been a century of changes, from Italian masters’ masterpiece to
the Ministry of Commerce office, and later Museurn Siam.

It has been a century of memories of those who have worked or visited
this place. The old building is filled with anecdotes and stories.
We invite you to cherish those memories together in the
“New Take on Old Building” exhibition.
When we say “our” building, we do not just mean

Museumn Siam people, but we also refer to fans of Museum Siam,
children, and Thal people who are all owners of “pur”™ building.
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The Birth of a New Building

Ministry of Commerce building and the three principles

This building was constructed as an office building for the Ministry of Commerce, not a palace
as many have mistaken It for. It was actually bullt In a hurry - the drawings were designed In 1921,
and the construction was completed In 1922, meaning this huge new structure took only two years
to build!

As a state building, the design and construction thus belonged to the Public Works Department.
Mario Tamagno was the chief architect. Emilio Giovanni Gollo was the chief engineer. The duo was In
charge of this pressed-for-time project. It was towards the end of King Rama VI's reign at the time,
and the Itallan duo was about to retire. Having worked In Siam for two decades, Tamagno and Gollo
were richly experienced and able to create this masterpiece whose centennial we are celebrating this
year.
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The three principles in designing
the Ministry of Commerce office building were:
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1. Using classical architecture
as the Italian masters had
Learned In thelr home country.

2. Adapting the classical ar- 3. Making use of the latest
chitecture elements to sult the construction material at the time,
hot and humid climate of Slam. relnforced concrete.
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Mario Tamagno
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The first principle Classical Architecture

The new building was a Western-style structure In Classical Revival style
Inspired by historical buildings In Greek and Roman periods, which was a popular
movement in European countries (and thelr colonles) for guite a while, from the Late
18th century up until early 20th century. GERIA R 0§
So, what Is classical architecture? Let’s take a Look.
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Antutransgunsiauuiasine-v121 Junudaduglang The new building was symmetrical on
(€) AefiyvanduaanuiAsInany waxiyrsadvurudng the Left and right sides. The Layout formed
Fe-v9n Wimu§Angfiznu adminme uaztindefie Angnuyy @ © Shape. With a protruding entrance hall

= o i o in the middle and corner pavilions on the
ﬁmmmﬂuqﬂuuumm*symﬁwmmmimncgﬂmnlmg n left and right. This style gave the building an

ARIn1sATuNNINNTRENIWTEIE T WIRRIANTIVANNTSY  elegant. sophisticated. and credible Look.
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columns span 2 stories from the second Triumphal Arch
floor to the third floor, with an ornate
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style. They gave a building a grand udunisradlaannadivdnaadanang
and graceful appearance.

The facade of the central main entrance featured a Roman-style
triumphal arch.
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The second floor (piano nobile) was the

principal floor of a palazzo with the highest
ceiling in the building.

Usaamurann fgdu Ussinednng
Palazzo Madama, Turin
@ lemillemilacose.com
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The first floor (plano terra) was meant for servants
or horse stables. The walls were typically rusticated
plaster to imitate stonework.
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The Second Principle Siam’s Tropical Climate

Despite being a perfectly classical Western building,
the building was adapted to sult Slam’s hot and humid
weather.

Tamagno and Gollo had been working on buildings In
Siam for over 20 years, so they knew all about the
extreme heat, ralny days, and humid soll.

This classical bullding therefore had many elements
that were different from thelr Western counterparts.
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Spacious roof ventilation
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The air flows through the cavity under the roof FTLUEN = NUAR ¢ “

to move the heat out. When the roof is cool. the entire Corridor as Canopy “ “

building is also cool. e [ - = [P o
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Classical buildings in Western countries did not
have canopies. but since these Iltalian masters were
well familiar with Siam’s climate, they designed this
building to have corridors which also doubled as
canopies for the office areas inside.

The floors of the corridors were thus paved with
rain-resistant terrazzo tiles.
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This photo of the back side of the newly built Ministry of
Commerce building was taken in 1922, The fagade is quite
simple, focusing on the functionality of the canopies.
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Images from Office of Mational Archives, Ministry of Culture
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In Siam. the ground was very humid. and in
the water season floods were common. The Western
masters knew this well enough to not build this
building directly on the ground. The ground floor
was elevated three steps from the ground.
These arched precast concrete vaults were placed
under the wooden floor panels right on the ground

to prevent dampness from affecting the teak panels
on the ground floor.
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Precast
Concrete Canopies
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These long precast concrete cantilever
canopies at the back of the building prevented

heat from sunlight as well as prevented rain from
entering through the windows into the rooms.
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The Third Principle
Concrete - The latest construction
innovation of the era

When this building was being designed, a new material was popular, so the Itallan
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masters used reinforced concrete In the structure of this building. The new material
replaced the typlcal wall bearing structure commonly used In the past, since the old
method had lmitations.
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NEW MINISTRY OF CMMERCE BUILDING
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The drawing of the front elevation that you are looking at now is a replica of Tamango's watercolor work.
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Thase photos were taken in 2007 after the major renovation project was completed. Presumably, whan the new
bullding was first completed in 1922, or a century ago, it must have looked not too different from these phatos.
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