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Because each shophouse has a story to tell...

The history of these buildings are still remain in the
details of the architectural components, as well as in
the stories told through the lives of the people who
once lived there. The pencil skeiches, ink ang
watercolor gaintings from all throughout Bangkok in
"Bangkok Shophouses” will show you another sige of
this city you may not have seen before. | hope you
appreciate this book and that it ingpiras you 1o go out
and experience the favorite one in your own way.
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Section 1 : Phra Nakhon
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Section 2 : Thonburi
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Historic districts that date back to the early
Rattanakosin pericd. Tha Tien was once
known as a market that sold dried foods, Thai
nerbal medicings, and vintage gambling
eguipment. Tha Tien is now a bustling
neighborhocd filled with foreign tourists,
cafes, and eateries. There are also muUseUms,
a well-known palace, temples and & por
connecting to Thonburi side of the city,
making Tha Tien one of the most popular
tourist atiractions in Bangkok's old town.

Q’é?” from Sa&a.PaHanalrosm s
Top, not on will you enjoy. the
high amgle view of MPC hvg 0%4
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beaudiful Chaas
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Reinforced concrete awmivg |
wentilaking parels and the poftern
design are the feaudires of the

shophouses built n the time of
King Ramo VI veigh.
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The name "Tha Chang Wang Luang’
(The Royal Elephant Port) was given o
this locaticn because slephanis kept in
the Grand Palace bathed here. # s
now used as a porl for Chao Phraya
Express boats and ferries. Inside a
two-slory Neo-Classical style
shophouse built during King Rama V's
reign {around 1909), visitors to Wat
Phra Kaew will be wslcomed by
souvenir shops, herbal pharmacy, and
restaurants.

Phra Nakhon I a10-071

A Tuk-Tuk shuttle for tourists,
Moke swe fo ask aboul the ricing.
before hopping. 0 one OP\ﬁwose..

Chinese. fourist groups are

a fomiliar image. of this district
(This is vow mrelg,gem since Hie
Covip 19 outbreak)
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The neighborhood net far from Tha Chang is
known as one of Bangkok's targest and oldest
amulet marketplaces. Here, you can also find
great local restaurants at reasonable prices,
such as Aroi's crispy bread, Roti Mataba, and
New Yong Hua's Roast Duck Rice.

./ihs'!rd-d“ r‘r.uﬁngs ud (f)nc_naf._
dwnlvgs ore the domjrant features
of the shophouses in this oreo.
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Tnside Mohathal Alesy
“The, arvow atleyways are” full
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Khao San Road is the first place that comes o mind
when you are looking for nightlife and chaotic fun. It had
peen the largest rice trading area in Bangkok since the
early Rattanakosin period. Khao San Road is now a
popular destination for international wisitors, full of
nightclubs, pubs, hotels, and guesthouses. Especially
during Thailand's well-known Scngkran (Water Feslival).
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According to the ancient custom, non-royal people are not
permitted to be cremated or buried within the city walls and the
funeral must be held outside. So, the corpse had o be taken
through the city gate called "Pra Too Phee" (The Ghost's Gate).
This area is currently known as Sarmran Rat Intersection (some
might still say Pra Too Phee).

Phra Nakhcni 0326-031



A Red Thai vendor, d must- “There ove odso sther
Ty strest food on Khnpsan Booodl Mm chreet Foods like fried

sellers will be asoilable on Tanee
avd Sip Sam i’hng,l?oa_c(s during.
the night time..
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Shophouses from Rama IV, V's reign can still be
found on Chakrabongse and Tanao Road,
while in Khac San Road and Rambuttri have
been almost completely renovated to serve the
fourism industry.
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In the past, the area included Kraisi Road,
Tanee foad, and Sip Sam Hang Road was
krown as a lrading area "Talat Yol"
Nowadays. it is still a place to buy daily
items such as clothing, accesscries, and
appliances. Talal Yot is localed in a mix of
modern and  colonial-style  shophouses.
Aleng the walkways, there are aiso market
stalis selling food, vegetables, and fruiis.
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Nowveous - inspired decorilions on the

P\ld"meni' and bolugiades.
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While the road was built during King Rama V's reign, the buiidings on beth sides
that we see today were bulll after the Siamese Revolution of 1932, Using the design
concept from France's Champs-Elysées to serve as a commercial boulevard and
civilized structures. This road is now home to the Bangkok Library, Museums, and
Demogcracy Monument, as well as plenty of loflo shops.That's why on the day before
the lottery announcement, you will find people walking with eyes full of hope aleng
boih sides of the sireel.

Phra Nakhon [ 020-021




A shophouse veour Wow Chawt ?x,dgg,
on Divso owd Phra. Sumen Road , This &
o area best-known for sellim Plogs,

emblews, ond royol porfraits.
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{ Shophouses paraliel to the Rop Krung canal and Alsadang Road were
ﬁ once a busling trading district with numerous stores, located close to

the Grand Palzce and has easy access io other commercial areas.
| Currently, electrical appliances and audio equipment slores can be
found only in Ban Mo area. However, the area next 1o Sam Phraeng
community known as "Lang Kra Suang” (Meaning : Behind the Ministry
of Defence), you will find many stores selling military equipments for
soldiers, policemen, and government officers

A colonial -style buildin

J - Phra Phithak Tntersection’
< probobly. puilt during King

V. and VI§ veign with beas

. 3 stucco decorations on the ¢
| B =7 ' mest and window frames,
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Fozal Building wos built i
1931, Originally, it was o Muslim
werchants' department sfore colled
*E Amkadip" selling Euvopeon
glassware, pevfyme, ownd Uo*lkﬁ'né_
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Located between Chao Pho Suea Shrine and 51 Kak
Sac Ching Cha Intersection. This area was previously
ocoupied by King Rama V's three sons' palaces, but
only two remain: The Arches of Sanpasart Palace in
Phraeng Sanpasart and Worawan Palace in Phragng
Nara. Maoreover, there are two-story Colonal-style
shophouses  (Modeied after  Singapare's
‘ shophouses) built during the reign of King Rama V
i lhat run parallel 1o Phreang Phuthon, Phreang Nara,
and some parts of Tanao Road.

4 Nothaphon Coconut m
Tee eream shop in -thm

Phra Nakhon E 024-925
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This neighborhoad 1s well-known )

sor serving variely of  savory
dishes and desserts in an old-
town ambience. Especially during
Novermber and December, there
is an annual event that turms this
neighborhcod into a lively and
tasty walking street.

Mai, yediafo voodle shop
on Tavno Boad, (ocated aeross
Chao Pho Sum Shrive,

Boom Kavom Rwg Klm ,
o Thai- >!’.ﬂf> dessert tafe’ :?
o M\“que. gingavbread house
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Most of Bangkok's old neighborhoods and streets are named after
products thal were made or sold there. And because this arsa is
where the gold feaf is made, which people used them to pay
respecl io the Buddha statues (The process of making gold ieaf
is to beat or “Ti” {in Thai language) gold pieces or “Thong™ (in
Thai fanguage) inte thin sheets), that is why this road is named Ti
Thong.

“The porty walls ave v every.
2-% rooms, QLJJVGMV_EG( Qwrivgs wi
clomciled woodes decordtions, o
rounded dir vents that ave f;
of shophouses i the erat of Kiv
Rowma V. simjlar To those in
Phroeng Phuthon neghborhoc

Phra Nakhon [ 026-027
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Anyhow the gold leaf making profession is no longer based in
this neighborhood. Aleng Ti Thong Read's shophouses, are
now full of stores selling trophies, medals, government
uniforms, offerings, and Buddhist alms.

Reinflorced conorete. ond the glass windows,
the feafure of King Roma VIS erashophouse_
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RBamrung Musang Road is full of printing house

and Buddha statue shogps inside ihe
\ Singaporean-style shophouses. Walkway
| underneath the upper floor, connecting through
1 every shop withoul an awning.
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“The. “Arcade” or"Five—foot woy" path in front of the shops are
Pupular m Si ingapore,, _[Mey are now m_rel'g appear jin bawal«x
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However, most of the shops expand
their stalls 0 take up the enfire
arcade. That is why walking on
Bamrung Mueang Road s quite
gifficult because there are almost no
footpaths left.

Tai Soon Bar, serving croft beer in am
old shophouse. with o omu {ful pediment.

Mohochaj Rood | vear Rowmartinat Pk is wel-
kown for Selling rattan and bawpoo prodmt
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According to the ancient custom, non-royal people are not
permitted to be cremated or buried within the city walls and the
funeral must be held outside. So, the corpse had io be taken
through the city gete called "Pra Too Phee" (Tha Ghos's Gate).
This area is currently known as Samran Rat Intersection (some
might still say Fra Too Phee).
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Many people are familiar with the name because of the papularity
of Pad Thai Thip Samai and Jay Fai's restaurant. Apart from that,
try exploring the Samran Rat alley, where you will find Yentafo
noodles, roasted duck porridge shop, old buildings in Wang
Krom Phra Sommot Amonraphan community, and even the
beautiful parsonage cluster of Wat Thepthidaram.
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Phirom,” a grand and beauiiful palace, the symbol of the nobility's fuxury and
entertainment. Later, the palace area was sold and rebuilt into a shopping canter,
cinema, theater, and restaurants, making Wang Burapha the most popular
entertainment district in Bangkok in the early 1980s. Although there s no longer
any grandeur of the cinema or palace for us o see, some beautiful shophouses

' Back in the time of King Rama V's reign, this area was home tc "Wang Burapha
!
’ and oid restauranis in this area are still worth a visit

)

b,
i

‘ Oun Lok Yim wn ofd restaurast

g with natoble arches, iKnNown for

; serving western- '|JL‘.‘— breakfast

!r" the f‘\O,MOaL,E'. bui ttin time of
ng, Ka,ma. Vs rc.?,-n
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Ghgananga. Building,
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VIS era with vooftop ad
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now operafed as Bui
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This is a huge market for agricultural products like vegelables
and fruits and also Thailand's largest flower market. Cn
Chakkraphet Road arcund the market area is full of 2-4 story
shophcuses with many of flower shaps on the ground floor. You
can buy a single flower, a bougusat, or a small 1o large pack of
flowers here!

————————
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Inside the market, there are
vendors, carts, and shoppers
looking for flowers. In the past,
the hustle and bustle of the
market spread out all over the
walkway. However, once the
strest has been cleared for
arrangement, all of the shops
are grouped together inside
the market, and some have
relocated to the new market on
Tri Phet Road.

Shophouse .
obobly. bur?idl?ﬂ)rfng, the
Feign of King. Rowna VL.

Vegelable cart g
Spiep saily cacltom
Wfkmfp(_a.ce,_

T Evergwhere you ook i
the :irigotd %‘:&Ton is '
glittering yellow.
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This place was originally a community of people who
made pots and cooking ulensils and thal 15 why the
locals named this neighborhood "Ban Mo" (House of
pots in Thal). Shophouses here were built in between
ihe reigns of King Rama V and V1. The style Is similar
o those found along Alsadang Road, only  the
window arches are decorated with the pot-shaped
stucco  sculpture referring to the neighborhood's
name.

Nowadays, it is a marketplace for electronic devices,
light bulbs, and audio eguipments. Surprisingly, you
might also  come  across some  Unusual  cigarelie
brands, knock-off yetl tumblers or even adult toys.

“This shophouse. at Ron Mo ivifersection
is thought To howe been buitt sometive.
befween Kirg Rama VT cnd Iﬁﬂg.?am\/ﬁs

reighs, The "Eclectic ‘\"ig,fe. in whicl the,
stucco cornice decoralion is combined

with the exposed brick wadl, & the fedfuve.,
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Bangkoek's Litle India district. A multicultural
community of peogie from various races
and religions including Thais, Chinese, and
Indians. It is one of Thailland’'s largest and
oldest clothing, jewelry, and accessory
markets. Also, Bangkok's first Indian
restaurant is here.
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Tndion ciusine From
Royal Indian, the. fiest
Tndion restaunront in
Thevland.
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On Phahurat Road, there are
many clothing stalis on the
sidewalk and inside the
shophouses. They often set
up 3¢ close fogether that
almost no room left to walk.
These shops are only on the
outer part of Phahurat area,
an old market is iocated on
the insids.

Phra Nakhon l 040-041




Usha Soree Ceifer, o clathing
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The sTucco winclow frame. is
probablg_ the elemest of the
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Nat too far from Phahural is Sampheng, Bangkok's first
Chinese trading dating back from the city's founding.
There are many shops selling a wide range of items in
this area, inciuding gifts, toys, household appliances,
clothing, and so on. The feslive products is also
availlable here, depending on the seascn or festival.

Casts and moforeyeles wioving.
around the market, be couitious

of them if you're. walking. in

this areo.

Phra Nakhon = 042-043
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Ratchawe g Road
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Another bustling oid commercial district with many shops and
restaurars that was once a domesstic shipping port. Because
it is located near the commercial districts incluging Yaowarat,
Sampheng, and Phahurat, many office buildings in the area
are owned by Chinese, Indian, and Western merchanis.
Nowadays, those beautifully decorated buildings can aiso be
found all over Ratchawong Road, Anuwong Road, and Song
Wat Road.

The woodew Lretivork. on window
Lromes ound o venls in Hhis arec's
shophouses.,

An old colonial S{Id,[e shophwut’,
af Trok. Keai communily.. ] reall

lowe the pecliment witlh veat stcco
decovptions owd the woodey fretiworks
af bolustrode on the secovd Floor.

Phra Nakhon = 044-045
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Khaek Building., (ocated df the
ceginning of Song Wt Roadd was
formerly. the Lamons Museat| store
( Indlicn fobric imporfer), Build oluri
the reign of King Rumal/ in on Indo-
Ewropeosn slyle, the Gothic. pointed
axch i mixed with the woodex
fretworks ord 'MDSLWL'D%CL" bolcony,

oun ,[s[ami(‘, uﬂh}fgﬁtarg clemewt

Phra Nakhon] 046-047
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This is the road thal runs parallel to
ihe Chac Phraya River, connects
Ratchawong Pier 1o Charaen Krung
Road. Originally built to relieve
Sampheng's overcrowding after
several conflagrations during King
Rama V's reign

Gfucco with Flovol owd fruit
patterys above the winolow
arches of Sui Av Coramics shop.
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Song Wat Road Is essential for being a very popular
Bangkok's steamship port which delivered variety of
goods and served as a distribution center for agricultural
products, seafood, seeds, herbs, and spices. In terms of
art and cullure, i#'s also very interesting. Old shophouses
with beautiful stucco decoralion it many sivles are still
open today. Restauranis, cafés, hostels, and galleries, as
well as monasteries, can be found throughoul the
neighborhcod.

Eaiv Long Tmporf-Export Co_ i
o company selling. poaddy. and cthe qrains.
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The old community along the Chao Phraya River was a home 1o overseas
Chinese, Portuguese, and Vieinamese making the nel ighborhaod interesting
for ils multiculturality, as well as the charming historic architecture, food, and
cullure that regularly draws the tourist 1o this area.

Phra Nakhon i 050-051
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However, you must be caraful when
visiting Talat Noi because the local
villagers are still living there as they did
in the past and their privacy should be
concermed. Since the traffic is guite
heavy on this small road, so be
cautious when walking there.

Most le. living hewve work
in the awp-eopfrt uml'rgusecl engine
wachive. indusfiy. known as
“Siemg_ Kang",

Aw o(d oy Hrvd' ‘F\o‘; mw
become o Talat Noi% l(andmark.
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This is the biggest authentic Chinese and
Thai Chinese-descent community In
Thailand. It is a very popular tourist
destination as well as a significant
commercial district. Restaurants, shops,
Chinese herbal medicine pharmacies,
banks, and gold jewelry stores are jam-
packed on both sides of the road.
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The building. stuctive wos
buift wround 1937, while the.
glass and ctainless steel facade
were Pmbablg_ ogded after 1482,

Dumplings From Yim Yim on old
restaurant in Yaowaral that is
worth a visit. I guarasifie you

will not be disagpoinfed !

gaﬂawnLéaaaﬂuﬂngﬁa wregindedndinanas
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Aside from the food, the buildings and the
Chinese signs from the shops extending from
above are the image of this road. Each one
has a very interesting architectural style,
Glittering materials such as stainless steel
sheets and mirrors, for example, are used in
So Seng Heng and Thong Suphan gold shop.



Phra Nakhonl 056-057
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Some of them are built as a
higher buildings with Neo-
Classical style, such as Seng
Sun Li and Tang Toh Kang
Yaowarat gold shops.

Hoon G’uﬂﬂg.. DL C.hmp_se
restauvant fn o two-sfo
colanial shophouse that sh?—
keeps its 0r|%rnal stueco wivolow

Frames decorations.

awovg the high-rise commer-
ciad buildings and -(—‘la«shg.
neon sighs o1 Yaowerdl Road.



“The shophouse with the
rooftop, ouming and coneréte
balcony. like this “Seng. Sun
L' goad __,icwe.z‘g, shop was
-F_“"ObQD'\L‘;_ bu:l“( ‘JL!I"EYYJ_ the
Time of King Rema VIL's reign.
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Located in Charcen Krung 23 alley near Wat Mangkon
Kamalawat, there is one of Thailand's largest and
oidest marketpiace for Chinese joss paper and god-
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Nowa, . small alley.
convecteol to Muifri Chntr
Roagh, way once. Chinese

herb warkefploce, Today,
this veighbor haod is full

of cafes, bars, avol cdglleries,
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To commemorate the First World War, this
street was built along with Mitr Phan,
Santiphap Road, and the 22nd July
Roundabout. It is also the location of
Thalland's first Protestant church. As &
landmark, you will notice the colonial-style
building “Mastang Blu” ihat had been
operated as many business in the past, such
as banks, hospitals, and even massage
parlors. With the original structure, the
building is now open as a vinlage-style holel.
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A car parts cfore
neor Blﬁaﬁr General
Hospital.

Vewdlors selling wobile phone.
coses i Suea Po Plazo af
Sueq. Pou Iufersection.
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This neighborhood is a marketplace for a variety of ilems such as car pars,
audic sglipment, hand tools, eleclrical equipment, and so on. The area is full of
large structure buildings surrounded by shops, restaurants, and sweet food
vendors. Not too far away, at the cormer of S.AB. intersection, are the Neo-
Classical style buildings “Siam Commercial Bank” and “Sing Sian Yer Pao”
publishing company, both in an eye-catching mustard yellow color.

Sing. Siom Yor Cap
Pubti;hmg office was built
in the time of King Romavs
veig with a stueco pediment
featiwe . Known as the Belgian
deportment sfove “SAR" in the
\9(1‘,{" it once. ;olc‘ the -E'—.AFJPP"H
imports.
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The road that connects Charoen Krung and Bamrung
Mueang Roads, 13 named after Wat Phiap Phla Chal, an
age-old temple in this nelghborhood. It is considered as
a Thai-Chinese community that originated in Yaowaral.
Most of the buildings at Phlzp Phla Chai Intersection are
three to four-story shophouses with various businass on
the ground floor.
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Many  well-known  local
restaurants  line  up  along
Phlap Phla Chal Road to
Yotse Aligy, including Ann and
Nai Yong's Kua Gai (Stir-Fried
Chicken Noodles), Jay Pui's
Fish Ball Noocdles, Usanee's
Fish Porridge, Elvis's Suki-
Haeng (Stir-Fried Sukiyaki),
and Yotse Hot Pot Ice Scream.

“The wosT fowous dish from
this neighboroodl is sfir-fried
chicen noodies from "N Komg”

sli crispu woodles with
:m Pla\%} from the wok,
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The community was founded before the
World War || period, best known for its
whalesale low-cost clothing marketplace.
The name "Boe Bag" is a twisted version
of the word "Beng Bong” which refers to
the merchants' loud noises while trading,
making the locals nicknamad this place
"Bong Bong market”.

Phra Nakhon[ 066-067
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Shops ond clothing stalls are
housed v three- :.E‘or-; shophouses
olong the side of Kruvg Kasem

Eoad, near the eafrarce to Maha-

vak Mosque..




Stolk line up along
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Phra Nakhon ' 068-069

uwng. kmng, Kasem canal.

A wolerayele delivering Carts (oaded with elothing
a.lorge bag of clothing woving. 'f‘hmughmﬂ' the
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“Mahanak Canal Bridge”
has 1lhe five-headed
Naga sculplures on each
of its four cornars. Yo —— .~
can even sae Wat Saket's
Gotden Mountain from
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The view from “Charoen Rat 32 Bridge”

to the mustard-yeliow and green roof of "Mahanak
Mosque” which stands out among hail-timberad
and concrele houses. They are among Bangkok's
oldast mosques and Musiim communities.




Boonler], the worifon noodlle
and BBQ pOrk res'*’mardmt at
the shophouse on Notklhon Sowon

Rood built in King Rowal V 1o
VI's reign.

Phra Nakhon I070n071




./
CIRI) N:')O!."U

Ncmg LOe,na__ {"]&r \&

Lﬂu-mfasmmmeLsuwmqmmﬂms“umamwmwsvum
meﬂmwm@aammuﬂwmwuiuamﬁﬂﬁmaw 4,
msmaﬂuuuawnaaﬁmomuw mumﬁuauaﬂma
# 5 aummﬂuﬂammm ARG, Tswuamausw
uaumswuu amummmaa Wil nuunafanans
Lﬂu‘ﬁmi‘u‘lflﬂﬂﬂﬂ Lﬂumuﬂﬂmmmmsm AL
‘M5'1HEULLW\?WH\S‘HE)\‘]ﬂSGLT’lW“’JNW[ﬂGLLLﬂE@m LLquUmwu
maamam =13 msmmﬂmwa\wamwmﬂmmmm
‘awzf'laal'u LLE]EJ"I‘LAUHEldﬂ@LUuLLME!G‘E’]NB’M’I‘SH"I’J~
wiufosow LLaqumaaﬂwmnﬂmwamumuuwm
gAY

An old neighborhood founded as a result of urban
expansion. Beginning with the construction of
“Phadung Krung Kasem Canal” in King Rama [V's
reign, the roads and palaces were built later during
King BRama V's reign. t has expanded and
developed into the community with shops, markets,
The Chaloem Thani Theatre, casinos, and the Nang
Loeng Racecourse. That is why it was once one of
Bangkok's most lively neighborhoods, a
commercial hub, and a major entertainment
destination in the past. Afthrough "Nang Loeng”
has now become stagnated because of modemn
city expansion, this area is stll one of the best
places in Bangkok to go for many tasly savory
dishes and desserts.

i that serves brajsed beﬂ??ﬂ%)d“‘-
Alwoys crowdled especiolly
during. lunch time.

Lockels From” Nowg Art!
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This is the road that runs paraliel to the Chao
Phraya River and also connects Dusit Palace to
Rattanakosin Island, which was considerad o be
the outskits in the pasl, causing urban
development to spread outside
of the city. As a result, Sam Sen
Road is lined with government
cuildings, monasteries, Colonial-
style shophouses, communities,
and sc on.




The shophouse ot Sam Sem 4 alley
with the concrete ownings anal glass
winclows, Frobthd, buylt (,'-!u'fi'n% the
reign of King Rowma V1 o Vs,
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Phadung Krung Kasem canal area near The Chao
Fhraya River is a lively neighborhood with a fresh
market, plant market, temples, and most
importantly, famous local restaurants  including
“Mongkhon Chai's Chicken Rice”, “Chiew Chan
Panich Rice Porridge” Restaurant, “Sophon's Pork
Bails”, and mare.

Phra MNakhon g 076-077
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