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In 2022, Museum Siam invites everyone to celebrate a special occasion
as we rediscover “our” building. This magnificent structure was completed
and launched as the Ministry of Commerce building in 1822.

Yes, the building in which Museum Siam is housed celebrates its
100" anniversary this year!
It has been a century of changes, from Italian masters’ masterpiece to
the Ministry of Commerce office, and later Museurn Siam.

It has been a century of memories of those who have worked or visited
this place. The old building is filled with anecdotes and stories.
We invite you to cherish those memories together in the
“New Take on Old Building” exhibition.
When we say “our” building, we do not just mean

Museumn Siam people, but we also refer to fans of Museum Siam,
children, and Thal people who are all owners of “pur”™ building.
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The Birth of a New Building

Ministry of Commerce building and the three principles

This building was constructed as an office building for the Ministry of Commerce, not a palace
as many have mistaken It for. It was actually bullt In a hurry - the drawings were designed In 1921,
and the construction was completed In 1922, meaning this huge new structure took only two years
to build!

As a state building, the design and construction thus belonged to the Public Works Department.
Mario Tamagno was the chief architect. Emilio Giovanni Gollo was the chief engineer. The duo was In
charge of this pressed-for-time project. It was towards the end of King Rama VI's reign at the time,
and the Itallan duo was about to retire. Having worked In Siam for two decades, Tamagno and Gollo
were richly experienced and able to create this masterpiece whose centennial we are celebrating this
year.
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The three principles in designing
the Ministry of Commerce office building were:
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1. Using classical architecture
as the Italian masters had
Learned In thelr home country.

2. Adapting the classical ar- 3. Making use of the latest
chitecture elements to sult the construction material at the time,
hot and humid climate of Slam. relnforced concrete.
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The first principle Classical Architecture

The new building was a Western-style structure In Classical Revival style
Inspired by historical buildings In Greek and Roman periods, which was a popular
movement in European countries (and thelr colonles) for guite a while, from the Late
18th century up until early 20th century. GERIA R 0§
So, what Is classical architecture? Let’s take a Look.
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Palatial Fagade

Antutransgunsiauuiasine-v121 Junudaduglang The new building was symmetrical on
(€) AefiyvanduaanuiAsInany waxiyrsadvurudng the Left and right sides. The Layout formed
Fe-v9n Wimu§Angfiznu adminme uaztindefie Angnuyy @ © Shape. With a protruding entrance hall

= o i o in the middle and corner pavilions on the
ﬁmmmﬂuqﬂuuumm*symﬁwmmmimncgﬂmnlmg n left and right. This style gave the building an

ARIn1sATuNNINNTRENIWTEIE T WIRRIANTIVANNTSY  elegant. sophisticated. and credible Look.
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1 Buckingham Palace. London
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columns span 2 stories from the second Triumphal Arch
floor to the third floor, with an ornate
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style. They gave a building a grand udunisradlaannadivdnaadanang
and graceful appearance.

The facade of the central main entrance featured a Roman-style
triumphal arch.
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The second floor (piano nobile) was the

principal floor of a palazzo with the highest
ceiling in the building.

Usaamurann fgdu Ussinednng
Palazzo Madama, Turin
@ lemillemilacose.com
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The first floor (plano terra) was meant for servants
or horse stables. The walls were typically rusticated
plaster to imitate stonework.
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The Second Principle Siam’s Tropical Climate

Despite being a perfectly classical Western building,
the building was adapted to sult Slam’s hot and humid
weather.

Tamagno and Gollo had been working on buildings In
Siam for over 20 years, so they knew all about the
extreme heat, ralny days, and humid soll.

This classical bullding therefore had many elements
that were different from thelr Western counterparts.
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Spacious roof ventilation
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The air flows through the cavity under the roof FTLUEN = NUAR ¢ “

to move the heat out. When the roof is cool. the entire Corridor as Canopy “ “

building is also cool. e [ - = [P o
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Classical buildings in Western countries did not
have canopies. but since these Iltalian masters were
well familiar with Siam’s climate, they designed this
building to have corridors which also doubled as
canopies for the office areas inside.

The floors of the corridors were thus paved with
rain-resistant terrazzo tiles.
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This photo of the back side of the newly built Ministry of
Commerce building was taken in 1922, The fagade is quite
simple, focusing on the functionality of the canopies.

NWAN MDIAULNMALVITIR nTUARUNT
Images from Office of Mational Archives, Ministry of Culture
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In Siam. the ground was very humid. and in
the water season floods were common. The Western
masters knew this well enough to not build this
building directly on the ground. The ground floor
was elevated three steps from the ground.
These arched precast concrete vaults were placed
under the wooden floor panels right on the ground

to prevent dampness from affecting the teak panels
on the ground floor.
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Precast
Concrete Canopies
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These long precast concrete cantilever
canopies at the back of the building prevented

heat from sunlight as well as prevented rain from
entering through the windows into the rooms.
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The Third Principle
Concrete - The latest construction
innovation of the era

When this building was being designed, a new material was popular, so the Itallan

#mIufnsn tﬁmmnriﬂa%’wqﬁ'mizuutm—mu
ApunFmaSuinAnudn nelidussduddfafituan
%aLﬂuum‘m?aqdszﬁugﬂﬁﬂuﬂﬂ4mmﬂﬁ@nmﬁﬁmﬁmfu
fulhomant] wildfulassasneiuthwinerrslusadeumin
WIESUUTATIREINLY -y Aa.a. Wit :
unuguidaluuda

dnunwlng Wwwodl USunUsdand

Phatographed by Red Light Lab

u u
ATUlVR) @9 v (AT

Hadlas @ douan

masters used reinforced concrete In the structure of this building. The new material
replaced the typlcal wall bearing structure commonly used In the past, since the old
method had lmitations.
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NEW MINISTRY OF CMMERCE BUILDING
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The drawing of the front elevation that you are looking at now is a replica of Tamango's watercolor work.
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Thase photos were taken in 2007 after the major renovation project was completed. Presumably, whan the new
bullding was first completed in 1922, or a century ago, it must have looked not too different from these phatos.

ananawlae Teavim Wuvin | Photographed by Plyatat Hemmatat
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1922: Building a New Ministry
Mixing mission with construction

Since the Bowring Treaty had been signed, Slam had no cholce but to make Its trade more open.
The government no Longer fully controlled International trade, and the people of Siam had to expand
thelr horizons and learn how to trade, as that was the key to prosperity amidst a changing world.

With uncertainties surrounding the country, Slam had to equip its commerce sector with readiness, " EEEEEEREEEERERERERE. .. 88

and Its ministries, departments, and divisions were reformed. Finally, the Ministry of Commerce was
established In 1920, without Its own office. nvinaulugiinenunanauaTiiniada dmtiiidndningnnisesenuunsaudeuanuifsansaiuununasgu
raanTenean duna Audasdnsndasineannviesdudushils Warssfuthwinensadngal

Officers of the Central Bureau of Weights & Measures using a scale to measure the Ministry’s standard
reference weights. Check out the cement tiles in this room. different from other rooms which used wooden floor
panels. The cement tiles were paved to shoulder the weight of the equipment.

X

The modern Ministry of Commerce consisted of departments and divisions to handle international
trade atmosphere and contemporary commerce.

Government Analytical Laboratory - A laboratory in charge of analyzing minerals to be new
export products of Siam.

Division of Statistics - In charge of predicting produce prices in the world market. = 2 =

Central Bureau of Weights & Measures - Converting traditional measurements into grams, Liters, ?r:;uo::;: ”a:;“a':;Tiﬁz“;”:]‘Zﬁ;;im; ““Wﬁ;ﬂ - ﬂmfﬁ?-l’m'l‘ﬁtr
and meters for the rest of the world to understand. T e ry days of the Minlstr

Co-Operative Department - A source of low-interest Loans for Slamese entrepreneurs.

These formed the core of this Western-looking building which was constructed and opened In a
hurry in 1922, catering to the growing economy.

= .
snnmiARIUlMITITUAN LD W.a. wana
y of Commerce building on Sanam Chal Road, captured from a

Waladaimi Tan venwousd (aadnmruwnnu)
Audio-Visual Courtesy of Thai Film Archive (Public Drganization)
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The First Minister

Prince HKitiyakara (Prince of Chanthaburi)
was an expert on economics and commerce, and
was therefore appointed the Minister of Finance.
He remained in that position for a long time. until
the Department of Commerce & Statistics was
upgraded to the Ministry of Commerce. overseen
by the Board of Commerce Development. of which
he was the President. Later. he was appointed the
Minister of Commerce.

So. at the front of the Ministry of Commerce
Building. Prince Kitiyakara's statue was built.

On August 21, 1972, King Bhumibol and Queen
Sirikit presided over the opening ceremony of the
statue.
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Audio-Visual Courtesy of Thai Film Archive (Public Organization)

® BEC World Public Company Limited
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Guarding Treasure

During World War Il. the government alerted all Ministries
to be cautious of possible air attacks. namely explosives and fire.
The Ministry of Commerce appointed guards to keep a close eye
on the office of the Central Bureau of Weights & Measures. led
by Khun Wichitmatra. It is said that there were many valuable
items in this office. like prototypes and standards of measurement
that were unigue to the Ministry.

These prototypes of the kilogram and the meter were made
of iridium and platinum by the BIPM International Bureau of
Weights and Measures for member countries in which the metric
system was used.

The most accurate standard of a kilogram and a meter in
this country was kept here. Any scales and rulers to be used in
trade must pass through this office’s verification.

antsnivun

Ima of

fifcAurdaasia nsunmsianiluy
Weights and Measures I

geum, Department of internal Trade

Fusuiiwiin o Alanfurassemalne (National
Prototype Kilogram) FFFuanndninauiainaeiazzwing
Uzzva (BIPM) el w.A. weas WEFunmivdnen
ainsdialilgudunomfiving Aaoniuuasinen
wiITnd nT=nInTaAuAnYn AneiAnand 39 uaz
winngsu Tauilsqtiu Qunuannazaninuin o Alandu
Wl TnduilfAvuiumaaniunwnsinguan
Thailand's national prototype kilogram. given by the
BIPM International Bureau of Weights and Measures
in 1996. It has been well-maintained to ensure its
accuracy. kept by the National Institute of Metrology
(NIMT). under the Ministry of Higher Education,
Science. Research and Innovation.
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Images Courtesy of Mational Institute of Metrology
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Pendulum, Measuring Ruler,
and Coconut Shell

Can you tell? This was the original emblem
of the Ministry of Commerce. It was placed in
front of the Minister’s office on the second floor
of the building. The emblem had been designed by
Prince Naris. the prince master. as these items of
measurement were key to trade.
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The Ministry’s First Female Officers

The Ministry of Commerce was not only one of the
first office buildings in Siam which reflected a modern
way of life in which work and personal life was clearly
separated. but the building. the central zone on the third
floor to be precise. was where the Ministry’s first two
femnale officers worked. They shattered the “follower™ role
imposed on women at the time.

One of the two women was Boonphong Chayakul.

At 18 years old. she passed the exam and became

a government officer in 1940 as a clerk in the
Correspondence Department. which was crucial to the
government system as it was in charge of handling
correspondent materials. proposals. and filing. Boonphong
worked in the Ministry until her retirement.
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Fovienufiduaiu
Boonphong Chummanon (nee Chayakul ),
officer, and her husband Sa-at Chummanon,

the Ministry.

who also worked in

Afiuanfl gruazenn gy

the Ministry's first female
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Phraya Komarukul
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Khun Wichitmatra was in the first set of government officers who had been selected through an

exam (instead of the typical “recruitment™ by seniors). He worked in the Department of Commercial
Registration in the Central Bureau of Weights & Measures, whose task was to change the country's
measurements to follow international standards and ensure precision so that Siam could trade with
other countries. It was challenging as the Siamese people knew little about this matter, and each
community had their own measurements. The Bureau had to raise awareness alongside working on
the law and verification. The task was not too hard for Khun Wichitmatra who had proven his skills in
many books and plays still well-known in the present time.
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Luang Punyamanava. at around 31-33 years old in

this picture, was the Secretary of the Department

of Commercial Registration. He was well-known for

his literature and play scripts. loved by the Siamese
audience.
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An afternoon party attended by international merchants, guests of the
Commercial Intelligence Department Director. The party was held during
December 4-6, 1939 on the lawn in front of the Ministry of Commerce building.
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Popular Spots

As the dust of the Second World War began
to settle, the world started to bounce back driven
by commerce and investment. Rules. regulations,
cooperation, and international trade organizations
were established. While everything seemed to head
towards “free trade.” there were still boundaries.
The art of negotiation played a vital role in breaking
such boundaries. and helped Thai products enter the
international market.

The reception room on the second floor and the
meeting room on the third floor of this building had
witnessed many significant trade talks. which paved

the way to amicable negotiations, pre-meeting signals.

or solutions.

In addition to international guests. the reception
room also welcomed many local guests such as
merchant associations. The unique feature of the
room was the “transparent” design to ensure open
negotiations.
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Ln @ meeting room on the third flogr, De
Chaiyasan attending a meeting n

puty Minister Prajuab
with a group from Poland.
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The reception room in 19895, a photo of Surat Osathanugrah -a-?s
taken on the occasion of being appointed the Minister, in a meeting
with the team. On the walls on the left and right were images

of the two first Commerce Ministers, Prince Kitlyakara [F'."mce‘of
Chanthaburi) and Prince Purachatra (Prince of kamphaengphet ).
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| The reception room, 1984, and the Minister Kosol Kralryek.
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Taken In the reception room in 1989, the Minister of
Commerce Subin Pinkayan and a Malaysian Minister.
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AlL about First Impression

As the country’s trade boomed in 1994, parts of the
Ministry of Commerce building were renovated into “reception
areas,” especially for international guests. The magnificent
building reflected the sophistication of the host and helped
make negotiations smoother.

“It must look pleasant and not outdated. while also
blending with the original building. More importantly.
there must be trees to create a relaxing atmosphere for
negotiations. It should look more ke a reception room than
an office,” said Amnaj Keetapanna, the interior architect who
designed it.
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Mobs and More Mobs

As the Ministry in charge of ensuring the people were fed. there
have been many mobs of farmers affected by dropping produce prices.
For instance. in February 1997, a group of cassava farmers gathered
out here. threatening to pour a ton of cassava in front of the Ministry.
Luchily it did not come to that. Officers of the Ministry recalled that
when mobs visited the Ministry, they had to greet them. give them water
and food. and facilitate them, while also listening to their demands and
coming up with solutions. Some negotiations took days. as produce prices
were dependent on the international market.

These mobs could camp out in front of the Ministry. and dispersed
when their leaders had spoken to the Minister in the meeting room on
the third floor.
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Vacated and Waiting

For 82 years. the building had been home to
the Ministry that had fed the Siamese people. As its
mission grew. the Ministry required more space. and its
departments and divisions had to relocate elsewhere.
In 1989, the Ministry of Commerce was given a large
plot of land in Nonthaburi Province to build a new office.
Its departments started to move out from this building in
1999, and it was fully vacated in 2004.

So. the building became deserted. waiting for a
new mission.
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to be renovated from an office building to a
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How did they restore it without destroying its
original value?
The answer was to repurpose, adapt. and
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New Take on OlLd Building
A new museum
in our old building

| After 80 years of service as the Ministry of Commerce office, the Ministry

! relocated to a new location, and our building became vacant, without the

| crowds that had given it Liveliness. The bullding became dead and deteriorated.
If it were a person, It would be an elder who grew old and weak with age. A
major renovation was called for - It is time to Inject lfe back Into the body,
restoring its strength for a new mission, a new purpose.

Discovery Museum was the old bullding’s new mission. The building was
repurposed from an office bullding into a public learning space. Our building
was given a new mission to tell new storles and share new knowledge to the
public through exhibitions and educational programs.

Before we Learn more about what storles the new museum tells, let’s take
a look at how we brought this old, deserted building back to Its former glory
when It was first completed a century ago.
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The Roof

een in old photos, the building’s

of

had originally been covered with cement roof
5. which were Later replaced by Monier roof

The attic was divided into stora
ngthened the structure by changing
replacing the tiles with cement roof
tiltes, and fixing the gutters.

rooms.
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The Walls and Ceilings
In the pre
had had another la

the original ceilinc

r walls had been c
structures
What did was
the same as when they had first been built.

ous renovation efforts. the ceilings in several rooms
of gypsum boards installed. attached to
which had affected the original ceilings of the

fixing the damaged parts so that they Lookec
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The Floors

The floors were restored to be as
sibl
m

original as possible. Formerly. the woo
red and toil

old structure. Carpets had been installed as that was

been partially s had b built on the

the trendy thing to do at the time. but this had done

some damage to the wooden floors.

The floor of the ground floor. when uncovered. had
a layer of concrete vaults covering the entire Lo ThE
ding had designed this to prevent
om the ground from damaging the

architect of the bu

the dampne:

wooden floor.
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The Stairs

he three stairs were still in good shape. because

the design and construction had been done with advanced

den decorative elements had been

technigues. Only the w

run down with time. We therefore fixed what was broken.

such as the cracked surfaces of the wood.

We also added some elements for convenience beftting
a learning space. such as an elevator in the old building. air
conditioning
and sanitary sy

electrical system. telecommunication system.

stem.
These were some of the things we did to renovate our

old building. transforming it from an office building to a

public space.
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Learning from the
OLld Building

During the restoration of the old
Ministry of Commerce building. we found
some evidence that reflected the design
concept and the use of materials by the
Italian architects and engineers.

‘We learned of the genius of the
architects in designing this building to suit
the tropical climate, how ventilation had
been designed to reduce the heat under
the roof. and how the canopies could
protect the building from both rain and
southward sun path. The corridors had
been designed to tolerate and drain out
rainwater. Light could bathe in through
cleverly and beautifully designed openings.

We also learned that the engineers
had implemented modern construction
technigues like reinforced concrete to
give this building the durability needed to
stand strong after a full century.

The old building has shown us the
wisdom of architecture. as well as new
knowledge.

[You can go back to the first gallery
to learn about the design and construc-
tion. }
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New Museum,
OLld Building

Established 15 years ago. Museum
Siam is a new concept of museum.
focusing on interacting with its visitors
through new storytelling technigues.
modern media, and technology. to
stimulate curiosity and the desire to
discover new things. It is a new concept
housed inside an old building.

The design illustrates the difference
between the “old building” and the “new
museumn.” This depicts the different eras
in which they existed. The inside and
outside of the building are connected
using a rainbow sculpture, which
symbolizes the transition from the past to
the present.

This new museumn in the old
building is a new concept of space that
stimulates curiosity, making your Learning
experiences fun and pleasant for all.
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Tell Us More

Our new museum has been in this old building
for 15 years. and we have organized two permanent
exhibit and around 30 rotating exhibitions.
We have 0 run educational programs and the much
anticipat avent of the year. Night at the Museum.
We have brought you talks. workshops. and Muse
Mobile exhibitions nationwide.

How has Museum Siam in this old building
inspired or created memories for its fans?

What do our fans want to see from Museum Siam?
What st 5 do they want us to tell?

Let’s see.
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OLd Buildings, New Stories,
and Future Memories

Giving an old building a second life is more than just preserving it. but
it keeps alive the community’s memories while also creating a new space to
form current stories and future memories. It is a large space of memories.
ready to grow with its community and town.

In “A Century of Our Building,” we told stories of Museun Siam’s
building. focusing on its heritage, stories. and memories.

There are plenty of other buildings and houses containing memories and
community heritage, waiting to be told through a new perspective.

‘What if we could turn those buildings into our public learning spaces.
new areas where we could form memories of the past, present, and future?
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In Collaboration with

Museum Siam,

Mational Discovery Museum Institutn
Thai Film Archive [Public Organization)

Objects on Display Collections of
Bureau of Weights and Measures,
Department of Internal Trade,
Ministry of Commerce

Kingkarn Lertsamranruengrom
Chomchei Studio

Photographs Courtesy of
Office of National Archives,
Ministry of Culture

the Arc of Memory

Research Unit.

Chulalongkorn University
Mechanical Metrology Department,
National Institute of Metrology (Thailand)
Ministry of Higher Education,
Science. Research and Innovation
Queen Sirikit

Museum of Textiles

Oranuch Osathanon

Assoc. Prof. Kundoldibya Panitchpakdi, Ph.D.

Asst, Prof. Pirasri Povatong, Ph.D.

Audio-Visual Courtesy of
Thai Film Archive [Public Organization)
BEC World Public Company Limited

Special Thanks to
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Prof. Surapon Wirunrak, Ph.D.
Chiranan Pitpreecha
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MNampong Chimsook
Tipawan Wannamahin
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Bheamrapee Dhuraratana
Muanwijit Meesup
Thanapon Chimpalee
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Rediscovering years of chonges and memories
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